1 Corinthians 12:13
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- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “indeed, in fact, certainly” plus the explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency, which is used to express the personal agent who produces the action of a verb in the passive voice.  With the preposition we have the instrumental of agency from the neuter singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one” and the noun PNEUMA, meaning “Spirit,” referring to God the Holy Spirit.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we” and the adjective PAS, meaning “all.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular cardinal adjective HEIS and the noun SWMA, meaning “into one body.”  This is followed by the first person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb BAPTIZW, which means “to be identified; to be baptized.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action of being identified with Christ in its entirety but regards it from the standpoint of its existing results—we are all in one body in Christ.


The passive voice indicates that the royal family of God receives the action of being identified with Christ and thereby united into one body.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“For indeed, we all have been baptized [identified] by one Spirit into one body,”

- is the coordinating conjunction EITE…EITE, which means “whether…or.”  Then we have the nominative subject from four masculine plural nouns: IOUDAIOS, meaning “Jews;” HELLĒN, meaning “Greeks;” DOULOS, meaning “slaves;” and ELEUTHEROS, meaning “freemen.”

“whether Jews or Greeks or slaves or freemen,”

 - is the emphatic use of KAI, meaning “in fact” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive and meaning “all.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one” and the noun PNEUMA, meaning “Spirit” and again referring to God the Holy Spirit.  Finally, we have the first person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb POTIZW, which means “to make it possible for someone or something to drink.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action of the verb into a single whole and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that all Church Age believers receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“in fact we were all caused to drink one Spirit.”
1 Cor 12:13 corrected translation
“For indeed, we all have been baptized [identified] by one Spirit into one body, whether Jews or Greeks or slaves or freemen, in fact we were all caused to drink one Spirit.”
Explanation:
1.  “For indeed, we all have been baptized [identified] by one Spirit into one body,”


a.  Paul continues his explanation with an emphatic explanation that the baptism of the Holy Spirit has entered all Church Age believers into one spiritual body.


b.  This is the pinnacle of Paul’s argument to the Corinthians.  There is no greater argument for the unity of the members of the royal family of God than the fact we are all in union with Christ.


c.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the spiritual act whereby God the Holy Spirit identifies every person during the Church Age that believes in Christ as being one with Christ, just as our Lord is one with the Father.  Jn 17:11, 21-22, “I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You.  Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.  The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one;”

d.  The Corinthians had no unity within their local church, and the major reason for this was their failure to understand and recognize the importance of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.


e.  One of the major purposes of God the Father’s plan is to have an entire group of special believers called out of human history that have complete unity as a group under the leadership of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is one of the great purposes for the Church Age.


f.  Each local church during the Church Age is a microcosm or miniature picture of this unique relationship.


g.  The Corinthian church should have been demonstrating the unity of their church to the unbelievers in their community as a witness to the unique relationship each person has to the Lord Jesus Christ, and as a witness to the unique relationship all Church Age believers have to our Lord as His bride.


h.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit is given to every member of the human race who believes in Christ during the period of the Church Age or who were believers the moment the Church Age began.



(1)  The believer receives this identification with Christ or union with Christ as a free grace gift.  No one can work for it, earn it, or deserve it.



(2)  You cannot pray for it, strain for it, ask for it, or tarry for it.  It has nothing to do with the indwelling or filling of the Holy Spirit.

2.  “whether Jews or Greeks or slaves or freemen,”

a.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a free gift to anyone who believers in Christ; and there is no partiality with God.


b.  God the Holy Spirit is fair and gives every unbeliever an equal opportunity to become a member of the body of Christ.


c.  The phrase “whether Jews or Greeks” means that there is no racial distinction.



(1)  Race is not an issue in the Church Age.  It is not an issue in marriage, dating, who should be a deacon, a pastor, or anything else within a local church.



(2)  Racism has no place in any Christian church at any time for any reason.  Christ is not and has never been a racist.



(3)  As the Last Adam, our Lord is the ultimate Gentile; for Adam was the first Gentile in history.  As the son of David, our Lord is the ultimate Jew.



(4)  Therefore, in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ are combined the two races created by God—Gentile and Jew.



(5)  Therefore, when we are entered into union with Christ we are entered into union with the One person in the history of the world who is both the perfect Gentile and perfect Jew.  So there is no distinction.


d.  The phrase “whether slaves or freemen” refers to no social distinction in the local church.



(1)  There is no social standing in the local church.



(2)  Social distinctions have no place in the local church in any way, shape, or form.



(3)  This includes social cliques, which are evil by their very nature.  There is nothing wrong with having friends you enjoy doing things with, but to exclude anyone in the local church from a social activity where other people from the local church are participating because you don’t particularly like them is evil.  It is wrongdoing and you are being the agent of the devil.



(4)  No one should be treated better or worse than anyone else in a local church because of their looks, their social graces or lack thereof, the way they dress, the way they talk, how much influence they have, how rich they are, what they do for a living, or any other human viewpoint reason.



(5)  What you do for a living does not impress God.  How much money you make doesn’t impress God.  How much power you have does not impress God.  Therefore, why are you impressed by these things in others?
3.  “in fact we were all caused to drink one Spirit.”

a.  Paul concludes with another fact for the Corinthians—God caused or made this happen; they, the Corinthians, did not get a choice in the matter.


b.  God decided that anyone who believes in Christ is worthy of being placed into union with Christ forever and receiving all the benefits that come with this status.


c.  Being in union with Christ is one of the greatest honors any human being could ever have.


d.  If God did not reject any member of the human race from being entered into union with Christ during the Church Age, then what right do the Corinthians have in making any distinction among believers based on race or social standing?  None!


e.  God the Holy Spirit caused each one of us to be placed into union with Christ; therefore, what right do we have to form social cliques or any kind of specialized groups in the local church?  We do not.  This includes males versus females and any special gathering based upon sex.  If the men or ladies in a local church want to have an “advance” or a “retreat,” then they should do so as a group of friends having a social gathering, and it should have nothing to do with the local church.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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