1 Corinthians 11:5
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- is the mild adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective PAS and the noun GUNĒ, meaning “every woman.”  Then we have the nominative feminine singular present deponent middle participle from the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, meaning “to pray” and the present active participle from the verb PROPHĒTEUW, meaning “to prophesy” with the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or.”

The present tense is each participle is an aoristic present, which describes an event that is now occurring without reference to its progress.  This can also be a customary present for that which normally or is reasonably expected to occur.


The deponent middle and the active voice indicate that the Christian woman produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial, “who prays or prophesies.”

“But every woman, who prays or prophesies”

- is the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular adjective AKATAKALUPTOS, meaning “uncovered” plus the article used as a personal pronoun “her” and feminine singular noun KEPHALĒ, meaning “head.”

“with her head uncovered”

 - is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb KATAISCHUNW, which means “to dishonor, disgrace, disfigure.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth.


The active voice indicates that the female believer produces the action of dishonoring herself.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun KEPHALĒ, meaning “head” but referring to her authority.  In the case of the married Christian woman, this would refer to her husband.  In the case of the unmarried Christian woman, this would refer to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, “her.”

“disgraces her authority.”

 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular cardinal adjective HEIS, used emphatically with the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and the attributive use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “one and the same.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “she is.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists as long as the woman does this.


The active voice indicates that the Christian woman produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the instrumental of association from the feminine singular articular perfect passive participle from the verb XURAW, which means “to have the head shaved.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun and is translated, “the one who.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, in which the emphasis is on the past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the Christian woman receives the action of being compared to a woman who has been disgraced by having her head shaved.


The participle is circumstantial.
1 Cor 11:5 corrected translation
“(But every woman, who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered, disgraces her authority.  For she is one and the same with the one who has had her head shaved.”
Explanation:
1.  “(But every woman, who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered, disgraces her authority.”

a.  This refers to the Christian woman, since the spiritual gift of prophecy is mentioned here.  A parenthesis begins here, but we don’t have the grammatical evidence for it until we get to verse 7, where the GAR begins the explanation of this statement.


b.  We know that there was a spiritual gift of prophecy during the Church Age from the following passages:



(1)  Rom 12:6, “Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly, if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;”



(2)  1 Cor 12:10, “and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.”



(3)  1 Cor 13:2, “If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.”



(4)  1 Cor 13:8, “Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.”



(5)  1 Cor 14:22, “So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophecy is for a sign not to unbelievers but to those who believe.


c.  Women could have the spiritual gift of prophecy during the pre-canon period of the Church Age based on:



(1)  Acts 2:15-18, “For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day; but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel:  ‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, ‘That I will pour forth of My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; Even on My bondslaves, both men and women, I will in those days pour forth of My Spirit and they shall prophesy.’”



(2)  Acts 21:8-9, “On the next day we left and came to Caesarea, and entering the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, we stayed with him.  Now this man had four virgin daughters who were prophetesses.”



(3)  The fact women could have the gift of prophecy in the Old Testament is seen in Lk 2:36, “And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  She was advanced in years and had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage.”


d.  The spiritual gift of proclaiming divine revelation, that is, prophecy, was necessary only until the canon of Scripture was completed.  It is no longer necessary after 96 AD.  There is no spiritual gift of prophecy today by either men or women.


e.  Having a baldhead has always been a disgrace for a woman.  Rarely in all of human history has it been a custom for all women of a society to shave their heads.  Throughout human history a woman with a shaved head or extremely short hair has been a sign of disgrace and dishonor.  For example during World War II, all the French women who supported the Nazi’s in France, were brought to trial and after being found guilty had their heads shaved as a sign of the traitorous activity.


f.  The woman has four authorities over her in life.



(1)  The authority of parents.  This authority lasts until the woman leaves home.  Any woman can disgrace her parents by rejection of their authority.



(2)  The authority of one’s own volition.  This lasts throughout the woman’s adult life.  A woman can disgrace her own self by the use of her own volition.   The fact that women are expected to subject themselves to the authority of their own volition is taught in 1 Cor 14:34, “The women are to keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to speak, but are to subject themselves, just as the Law also says.



(3)  The authority of her husband.  Should a woman decide to marry, she comes under the authority of the man she marries.  This lasts until death or divorce, whatever comes first.  The woman can disgrace herself by the rejection of her husband’s authority.



(4)  The authority of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Should a woman become a believer in Christ, she can reject the authority of the Lord through reversionism and Christian degeneracy.


g.  The married Christian woman can disgrace herself more than anyone else in life by the rejection of her own authority, the rejection of her husband’s authority, and the rejection of the Lord’s authority.


h.  Having the head uncovered is a metaphor for a woman having no authority over herself—complete rejection of all authority.


i.  A woman who rejects authority disgraces herself and dishonors her authority.


j.  Praying with authority disorientation (no acceptance of the authority of one’s volition, or the authority of one’s husband, or the Lord’s authority) is disgraceful behavior and dishonoring to the Lord.  Prophesying is no longer an issue in the post Canon period of the Church Age.

2.  “For she is one and the same with the one who has had her head shaved.”

a.  The woman who rejects authority disgraces herself like the woman who has been publicly disgraced.


b.  Women were publicly disgraced by having their heads shaved in the Old Testament.  This is taught in Dt 21:10-14, “When you go out to battle against your enemies, and the Lord your God delivers them into your hands and you take them away captive, and see among the captives a beautiful woman, and have a desire for her and would take her as a wife for yourself, then you shall bring her home to your house, and she shall shave her head and trim her nails.  She shall also remove the clothes of her captivity and shall remain in your house, and mourn her father and mother a full month; and after that you may go in to her and be her husband and she shall be your wife.  It shall be, if you are not pleased with her, then you shall let her go wherever she wishes; but you shall certainly not sell her for money, you shall not mistreat her, because you have humbled her.”


c.  We see from this passage that the one who has had her head shaved has been disgraced by the loss of her country, her home, and her family through military defeat.  She has lost everything, and now only has the opportunity of submitting to the authority of some foreign soldier by becoming his wife.  The sign of her submission is the shaving of her head.


d.  So shaving the woman’s head was a sign of total loss, total disgrace, and total enforced submission to authority on the part of the woman.  A Christian woman who prays to God without authority orientation is compared to this woman who has lost everything in life.
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