1 Corinthians 11:28




- is the adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But.”  Then we have the third person singular present active imperative from the verb DOKIMAZW, which means “to test, examine.”


The present tense is durative present for an action that has begun in the past and continues throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that every believer is expected to produce this action.


The imperative is an imperative of command.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “a man, a person.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “himself.”

“But a person must examine himself.”

- is the connective conjunction KAI, used “to introduce a result, which comes from what precedes.  It is translated and then, and so Mt 5:15; 23:32; 2 Cor 11:9; Heb 3:19; 1 Jn 3:19; 2 Pet 1:19, and is used especially after the imperative, or an expression of an imperatival nature.”
  This is followed by the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “in this manner, thus, so.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun ARTOS, which means “from the bread.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active imperative from the verb ESTHIW, meaning “to eat.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that has begun in the past and continues throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that every believer is expected to produce this action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of command.

“and then in this manner he must eat from the bread”

 - is the connective conjunction KAI, used “to introduce a result, which comes from what precedes.  It is translated and then, and so, and is used especially after the imperative, or an expression of an imperatival nature.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun POTĒRION, which means “from the cup.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active imperative from the verb PINW, which means “to drink.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that has begun in the past and continues throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that every believer is expected to produce this action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of command.

“and then he must drink from the cup.”
1 Cor 11:28 corrected translation
“But a person must examine himself, and then in this manner he must eat from the bread, and then he must drink from the cup.”
Explanation:
1.  “But a person must examine himself,”

a.  In contrast to what the Corinthians are doing, Paul gives them the divine solution—they have to use the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 before they participate in the ritual of the Communion Service.


b.  Examining oneself is self-evaluation of our spiritual status and spiritual life.


c.  No one else can do this for us.  We are the only ones with all the facts to evaluate our own spiritual condition and fellowship with God.


d.  We don’t need someone else to tell us we are out of fellowship with God.  We must figure this out for ourselves.  No believer can figure this out unless they have learned about sin and recovery from sin from another believer, such as a pastor-teacher, a missionary, a Sunday school teacher, etc., that is, someone in authority.


e.  This is a command, not an option.  We must examine ourselves and recover fellowship with God, if necessary, before we enter into the ritual of the Lord’s Supper.


f.  Related Scripture.



(1)  2 Cor 13:5, “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!  Or do you not recognize this about yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you unless indeed you fail the test?”



(2)  Gal 6:4, “But each one must examine his own action and then he will take pride in himself only and not in his neighbor.”

2.  “and then in this manner he must eat from the bread,”

a.  The result of self-examination is correct participation in the Lord’s Supper.


b.  The adverb of manner HOUTWS, translated “in this manner,” refers to being in fellowship with God.  The manner in which we eat the bread is in a self-examined manner, which means we have used the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 before participating in the Lord’s Supper.


c.  There is only one way to participate in the Lord’s Supper and that is God’s way.  This is a part of the protocol of the plan of God for the Church Age believer.


d.  A right thing (participation in the Lord’s Supper) must be done in a right way (in fellowship with God) to be right.


e.  Any participation in the Lord’s Supper in any other manner results in divine discipline.


f.  The order of the Lord’s Supper is confirmed by Paul here as eating the bread first and then drinking from the cup.  Conducting the ritual in a reverse order would imply that Christ became perfect humanity by bearing our sins and being judged for them, which means He was imperfect before receiving our sins, which is blasphemous.  So the order of the ritual is just as important as being in fellowship with God when participating in it.

3.  “and then he must drink from the cup.”

a.  Then and only then (after using the recovery procedure of the rebound technique and eating from the bread) should a believer engage in the second half of the ritual.


b.  Again this is not an option, but a command.  God expects us to remain in fellowship with Him and remember our Lord Jesus Christ and His work on the Cross.  Those believers who neglect to do so testify to the failure of their spiritual life and lack of occupation with Christ.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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