1 Corinthians 11:20




- is the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, denoting that what it introduces is the result of or an inference from what precedes.  It is translated, ‘so, therefore, consequently, accordingly, or then.’”
  Then we have a genitive absolute, which involves the use of a noun or a pronoun and a participle, both of which are in the genitive case, and neither of which has any grammatical relationship to the main clause.  The noun in the genitive produces the action expressed by the participle and in English translation could be looked upon as its subject, but it is different from the subject of the main verb.  Therefore the noun or pronoun in the genitive stand apart from the remainder of the sentence.  They are absolute.  Here we have the genitive masculine plural present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb SUNERCHOMAI, meaning “to come together, assemble together, gather together.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur and a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—the Corinthian believers producing the action.


The participle is temporal, indicating the time when the action of the participle takes place.  It is translated with the word “when.”
With this we have the genitive subject of the participle from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and functioning as the subject of the participle in the genitive absolute.

“Consequently, when you gather together”
- is the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “the same.”  This same construction with the verb SUNERCHOMAI is found in Mt 22:34; Acts 4:26; 1 Cor 7:5.  “It is used with verbs of motion, meaning ‘to come together to the same place; at the same place, together’ Mt 22:34; 1 Cor 11:20; 14:23.”

“at the same place,”

 - is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “it is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which states a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective KURIAKOS, which means “belonging to the Lord, the Lord’s” and the noun DEIPNON, which means “dinner, supper, banquet.”

Finally, we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it from the standpoint of a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians are not producing this action.


The infinitive is an indirect or complementary infinitive, which completes the action of the main verb EIMI.  This could also be considered an infinitive of purpose.
“it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper.”
1 Cor 11:20 corrected translation
“Consequently, when you gather together at the same place, it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper.”
Explanation:
1.  “Consequently, when you gather together at the same place,”

a.  Paul now gives a result, which is also an inference from what he has been previously talking about, which serves as an illustration.


b.  Paul is not pleased with their worship service because they are constantly arguing with each other about everything.


c.  Now Paul gives us an illustration of the arrogance, confusion, and selfishness running rampant throughout the congregation.


d.  First he focuses their attention on the fact he is talking about their worship service by making sure that they aren’t confusing what he means by thinking he is talking about their social gatherings, their parties, etc.


e.  The phrase “when you gather together” could be interpreted by them as a social gathering or a party or celebration of some type—like a wedding feast or birthday party.


f.  But when Paul added the prepositional phrase indicating the location “at the same place” they knew exactly that he meant their gathering together for worship at the local church.  This phrase was not just an after-thought on Paul’s part, but critical to his clarity in speaking/writing and their clear understanding.

2.  “it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper.”

a.  Paul focuses on the most solemn, formal, and serious phase of Christian worship.


b.  The most important thing we will ever do in worship is to remember and think about our Lord Jesus Christ.  That is the purpose of the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist or Communion Table.


c.  The Lord’s Supper is a joining together of the body of Christ for a commemoration of the person and work of Christ on the cross on our behalf.


d.  The Corinthians were taking the only ritual of the Church Age that brings the body of Christ together and using it as a means of destroying the unity of the body.


e.  They were meeting in order to have a big party instead of worship the Lord, and the parties were turning into banquet feasts and drinking parties.  They were not meeting to celebrate our Lord’s victory on the Cross, but to entertain themselves.  And these parties turned into arguments and quarrelling.

f.  The last thing they were thinking about was who and what our Lord was and is, and all He had done for them on the Cross.  All they were thinking about was themselves.


g.  There was no worship involved in what they were doing.


h.  There was no occupation with Christ involved in what they were doing.


i.  There was no consideration of others or unconditional virtue-love toward others.


j.  There was a great deal of selfishness, gluttony, drunkenness, verbal abuse and fighting, dissensions, and bickering.


k.  There was a lot of preoccupation with self, mental attitude and verbal sins, and a great deal of Christian degeneracy being manifest.  There was a lot of arguing and verbal fighting.
3.  The implication here is that worship is a time of remembering the person and work of Christ.  Sometimes this is done through singing; sometimes it is done through prayer; sometimes it is done through the Lord’s Supper, and sometimes it is done through the teaching of the word of God.  All of these things are legitimate functions of worship and can be a part of any given worship service.


a.  The most important part of any worship service should be the teaching of the word of God, because it is the mind of Christ and the only means by which we come to know and love God.  It is when we get to think about the thoughts of our Lord without distraction or interruption.

b.  Making the Lord’s Supper a part of every worship service reduces it to a ritual without meaning.


c.  For the ritual of the Lord’s Supper to have meaning the person who participates must understand the symbolism and the meaning of the symbolism.  The symbolism was clearly taught by our Lord Jesus Christ at the Last Supper, where the bread represents the perfect human body of our Lord given as a sacrifice for sin, and the unfermented wine (grape juice) represents the work of our Lord bearing the sins of the entire world in His own body as a substitute for us and being judged for those sins.

d.  Ritual without reality is meaningless.  The ritual of the Lord’s Supper only has meaning for the believer who understands the meaning of the ritual through the teaching of the word of God.  This is why the teaching of the word of God is so important prior to participating in the ritual.

e.  The Lord’s Supper is a test of our occupation with Christ, of our reciprocal love for Christ.  It is the opportunity for us to give thanks to God the Father for our Lord and see how much, if anything, we understand, know, and remember about who and what He is and all He has done for us.


f.  The ritual of the Lord’s Supper is the one and only ritual left to the Church Age believer after the completion of the canon of Scripture.  Baptism was phased out as the only other ritual as soon as Paul wrote his epistles and explained what the baptism of the Holy Spirit meant doctrinally.


g.  The ritual of the Lord’s Supper is never to be taken lightly; for those who participate in it in a state of carnality are under liability to the Supreme Court of Heaven for the three areas of divine discipline—warning discipline, intensified discipline, and dying discipline.
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