1 Corinthians 11:13




- is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “in you.”  Then we have the dative of advantage from the masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “for yourselves.”  This is followed by the aorist active imperative from the verb KRINW, which means “to judge, think, consider, or decide.”  Literally this says “decide in you for yourselves,” which is an idiom.

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers all that the Corinthian believers are asked by Paul to do into a single whole and regards it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty, in which Paul requests this action of the Corinthians and is not making a formal demand on them.

“Decide for yourselves.”

 - is the nominative neuter singular present active participle from the verb PREPW, which in the construction “, means: it is fitting, proper, right.”
  PREPW is an impersonal verb used with the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “it is.”  The two words together are a present periphrastic construction.

The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that something being fitting, proper, or right produces the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, used in questions that can be answered with truthful information.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun GUNĒ, “woman” with the adjective AKATAKALUPTOS, which means “uncovered.”  Together they are translated “an uncovered woman.”  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”  Finally, we have the present deponent middle/passive infinitive from the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, which means “to pray.”


The present tense is a customary present for what normally occurs.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning.


The infinitive is used with the accusative of GUNĒ, in the accusative-infinitive construction, in which the noun in the accusative functions as the subject of the infinitive.

“Is it proper that an uncovered woman pray to God?”
1 Cor 11:13 corrected translation
“Decide for yourselves.  Is it proper that an uncovered woman pray to God?”
Explanation:
1.  “Decide for yourselves.”

a.  Paul now turns to a different kind of argument with the Corinthians—common sense.


b.  When you ask someone to make up their own minds, you are asking them to use their common knowledge about life and apply it.


c.  So Paul is arguing that this is not even a doctrinal issue, but a simple common issue of everyday life that anyone can figure out.


d.  Paul was not insulting the Corinthians; he was simply asking them to look at the situation from a different viewpoint.


e.  Asking someone else to decide indicates the existence of free will.  No one can decide unless they have a free will.


f.  So Paul is also telling the Corinthians that they have a free will and have the ability to make right decisions and come to the correct conclusions about doctrinal matters.

2.  “Is it proper that an uncovered woman pray to God?”

a.  The indicative mood in the main verb indicates that the obvious answer to this question is “No.”


b.  Why was it not proper for a woman to pray with a baldhead?  It was improper because the woman had been disgraced already.  Having been disgraced, she was out of fellowship with God, and being out of fellowship, her prayers would not be answered.


c.  An “uncovered woman” is a woman without any authority over her.  This means she has no volitional authority over her own sin nature, she does not recognize God’s authority, she does not recognize the authority of the leadership in the local church (the pastor and deacons), or anyone else’s authority.  She is a law unto herself, but cannot even control herself.


d.  So being in perpetual carnality, the uncovered woman has no business praying to God, except to rebound.  It is not proper because the righteousness of God can have nothing to do with the prayers of a believer in perpetual carnality due to lack of authority orientation.


e.  Therefore the principle: a person who rejects God’s authority has no right to pray to God.  That is common sense, and makes perfect sense.  Something the Corinthians could decide for themselves.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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