1 Corinthians 10:23




- is the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive, meaning “All things.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EXESTIN, which is “the impersonal verb, third singular of the unused verb , meaning it is permitted, it is possible, proper.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that “all things” produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“All things are permitted,”

- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive, and meaning “all things.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb SUMPHERW, which means “to help, confer a benefit, be advantageous or profitable or useful.  Used impersonally, it means something is good (for someone or something), something is useful or helpful.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that “all things” produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“but not all things are advantageous.”
- is the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive, meaning “All things.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EXESTIN, which is “the impersonal verb, third singular of the unused verb , meaning it is permitted, it is possible, proper.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that “all things” produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“All things are permitted,”
 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive, and meaning “all things.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb OIKODOMEW, which “is also used quite in a non-literal sense, often without any consciousness of its basic meaning like edify in our religious usage, but perhaps without the emotional connotations that have been associated with it.  It means something like benefit, strengthen, establish, as well as edify, of the Lord, who is able to strengthen the believers Acts 20:32.  Especially in Paul:  love builds up (in contrast to  which ‘puffs up’) 1 Cor 8:1; ‘everything is permitted, but not everything is beneficial’.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that “all things” produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“but not all things build up.”
1 Cor 10:23 corrected translation
“All things are permitted, but not all things are advantageous.  All things are permitted, but not all things build up.”
Explanation:
1.  Related Scripture.


a.  Rom 14:19, “So then let us pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.”


b.  1 Cor 6:12, “All things are permitted for my advantage, but all things are not advantageous.   All things are permitted for my advantage, but I will not be mastered by anything.”
2.  “All things are permitted,”

a.  Paul repeats the principle he taught in 1 Cor 6:12.  Apparently, this was a common principle of doctrine well known to all believers.  The full expression of this principle was given in 1 Cor 6:12; therefore, only a shorter version is given here.  But the meaning is still the same: all things are permitted for our advantage.


b.  This clause deals with the spiritual freedom given to the believer at the moment he believes in Christ.


c.  Spiritual freedom is the heritage of the Church Age as a result of our Lord’s victory in the angelic conflict.


d.  As unbelievers we were slaves to the dictates of the sin nature, which ruled in our physical bodies.


e.  But as a new spiritual species we have the spiritual freedom to live the same spiritual life that our Lord had and to love God with the greatest possible personal love.


f.  Therefore, all things regarding the spiritual life have been given to us for our advantage.



(1)  For example, we are royal priests with direct access to God through prayer.  This is a spiritual advantage never given to every Old Testament believer.  We are permitted to talk directly to God without going through the head of the family or through any priest.



(2)  We are permitted to be royal ambassadors for Christ.  This gives us the advantage of tremendous production of divine good.



(3)  We are not subject to the obligations of the Mosaic Law, but free to live the spiritual life in glorification of God.


g.  In spiritual freedom we have advantages never given to believers in any other dispensation.  Therefore, we must understand that spiritual freedom.
3.  “but not all things are advantageous.”

a.  Again this is the same clause given in 1 Cor 6:12.


b.  We have freedom to live our lives as unto the Lord, but this does not give us the right to do anything we want.


c.  We do not have the right to sin in any way, shape, or form.  There is no advantage to personal sin.  Sin destroys the spiritual life and puts us back into slavery to the sin nature.


d.  We have the right to associate with anyone we want to, but evil companions corrupt the virtue of positive believers.


e.  We can learn from any pastor we want to, but not all pastor-teachers accept the teachings of the word of God.  Beware of false teachers.


f.  We are free in many areas of life, but not all things we want to do are advantageous to our spiritual life.


g.  Anything in life that distracts us from greater personal love for God is not beneficial, profitable for us, or to our advantage.

4.  “but not all things build up.”

a.  Paul changes the ending of the formula in 1 Cor 6:12 and introduces the concept of building up the body of Christ.


b.  There is a twofold connotation to building up the body of Christ.



(1)  There is the individual connotation, which refers to the individual spiritual growth of each believer through perception, mental metabolization, and application of doctrine.



(2)  And there is the collective connotation, which refers to the help and assistance that we all give to each other as members of the body of Christ.


c.  The building up of each other as members of the body of Christ.



(1)  The principle of building up one another is found in:




(a)  Rom 14:19, “Consequently, we run after those things [the doctrines] related to harmony and those things related to edification from which comes blessing to each other.”




(b)  Rom 15:2, “Each one of us [mature believers] must accommodate his neighbor for the purpose of the good [the execution of the will of God] to his edification.”



(2)  Spiritual communication gifts are designed to build up or edify other members of the body of Christ.




(a)  1 Cor 14:3-4, “But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation.  One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church.”




(b)  1 Cor 14:26, “What is the outcome then, brethren?  When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation.  Let all things be done for edification.”




(c)  2 Cor 12:19, “All this time you have been thinking that we are defending ourselves to you.  Actually, it is in the sight of God that we have been speaking in Christ; and all for your up-building, beloved.”




(d)  Eph 4:12, “for the purpose of equipping the saints [teaching doctrine], for the production [work, occupation] of [Christian] service, for the edification of the body of Christ [manufacture of invisible heroes plus the increase of members of the royal family],”



(3)  Every word out of our mouth should be designed for the building up of others, Eph 4:29, “Do not permit any unsound doctrine to go out from your mouth, but whatever is good of intrinsic value [Bible Doctrine] for the purpose of edification, in order that it [accurate teaching] may give grace-orientation to the hearers.”


d.  The building up of the individual believer is taught in the doctrine of the Edification Complex of the Soul from R. B. Thieme, Jr. Bible Ministries.
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