1 Corinthians 1:8



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who,” referring to our Lord Jesus Christ at the end of verse seven.

- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”
- is the third person singular future active indicative of the verb BEBAIOW.  This is the same verb used in verse six.  Remember that in verse six this verb was used with a thing, “the testimony about Christ,” and so the meaning was “to guarantee, to confirm.”  But here the verb is used with persons, “He will BEBAIOW you,” therefore the meaning “to strengthen or establish.”  In both cases we have the work of God on our behalf.


The gnomic future describes a statement of fact, which may be rightfully expected under normal conditions.  It is an axiomatic fact that all believers will be strengthened by the enabling power of the Holy Spirit and by Bible doctrine throughout the course of the Church Age, and that all believers will be established by our Lord Jesus Christ to be without sin at the day of our Lord.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of the verb.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a statement of fact.

-  is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, and refers to all believers, the good and bad, the smart and dumb, the wise and stupid, the handsome and ugly, males and females, whites, blacks, greens, purples, and even reds.

- is a fifth century B.C. Attic Greek temporal conjunction HEWS, used as an improper preposition.  It means “until, up to.” 

- is adverbial genitive of measure of extent of time from the neuter singular noun TELOS, which means “the end” in the sense of termination or cessation.


1.  Here it is used in the same way as it is used by Paul in 2 Cor 1:13-14, “For we write nothing else to you than what you read and understand, and I hope you will understand until the end; just as you also partially did understand us, that we are your reason to be proud as you also are ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus.”

2.  In both passages 1 Cor 1:8 and 2 Cor 1:13-14 the phrase “until the end” refers to the period of time denoted in Scripture as “the day of the Lord.”

3.  “The day of the Lord” is a technical phrase in Scripture for the period of time from the Rapture of the Church until the end of the millennial reign of our Lord.  Only the context can determine more specifically which part of the day of the Lord is being described.


4.  In our context we know it to be the Rapture of the Church because of verse seven, “eagerly awaiting the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
“who will also strengthen you until the end (of the Church age)” 
Paul now defines in more detail who the “you” are in this passage.
- is the appositional accusative from the masculine plural adjective ANEGKLĒTOS, which means “blameless ones” or “irreproachable ones.”

1.  Compare Col 1:22, “yet He has now reconciled you in His human body through (spiritual) death, in order to present you before Him (F) holy and blameless and (ANEGKLĒTOS) beyond reproach.”

2.  Our word ANEGKLĒTOS is one of the New Testament words used to describe what is called in theology sanctification. 
“who will also strengthen you until the end (of the CA), the blameless ones”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “on the day.”
 - is the possessive genitive of the masculine singular article HO plus the nouns KURIOS IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS.  We also have the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”  The entire phrase is translated “of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
1 Cor 1:8 corrected translation
“who (JC) will also strengthen you until the end [of the Church Age], the blameless ones on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  “who (JC) will also strengthen you”

a.  In verse six God guarantees the testimony about Christ by the distribution of spiritual gifts, which is given in verse seven.


b.  In verse eight God strengthens us until the end of the Church age as blameless in Christ, ultimate sanctification.


c.  In both cases it is the work of God on our behalf, and we can do nothing to earn it, deserve it, or work for it.


d.  So Paul uses a play on words, using the same word, to reorient the Corinthian believers to the grace of God.


e.  God’s grace to the Corinthian believers is manifest now by the spiritual gifts which they have and by strengthening them daily through doctrine.  God’s grace in eternity will be manifest by their ultimate sanctification.


f.  After the Rapture of the Church comes the judgment seat of Christ, at which the human good and evil of all Church Age believers is burned.


g.  Since the believer is in resurrection body, he has no old sin nature, and therefore no imputation of Adam’s original sin.


h.  All the personal sins of the believer have already been imputed to Christ on the Cross and judged by the justice of God the Father.  So the believer’s sins are no longer an issue and cannot be called into account against him.


i.  Having no personal sin, no old sin nature, no imputation of Adam’s original sin, no human good, and no evil means that the Lord has established us as “blameless.”

2.  We are “the blameless ones.” 


a.  We have all believed in Christ.  We have all received the imputation of His divine righteousness.


b.  The justice of God has looked down on His righteousness, which dwells in us and declared us justified to live with Him forever.


c.  God’s justice has looked at His righteousness in us and declared us “holy ones, sanctified ones.”


d.  God considers us to be positionally in the same condition or status as His Son—perfect.  He has provided an operational sphere in which we can only be perfect—our very own spiritual life.  He will make us ultimately perfect at the judgment seat of Christ.

3.  There are three phases to sanctification:


a.  Positional sanctification.  We are in union with Christ at the moment of salvation, and are therefore considered holy, as He is holy.  We share all that He has and is.  He is holy; we are in union with Him; therefore we are holy.  We are also considered positionally holy by God because we posses His perfect righteousness.


b.  Experiential sanctification.  We are set apart as holy to God experientially at salvation the moment we are placed into our very own spiritual life.  When we are filled with God the Holy Spirit, and under the control of the Spirit, and continuing to advance spiritually through our perception and application of doctrine, we are said to be sanctified experientially.


c.  Ultimate sanctification.  At the judgment seat of Christ our Lord will remove the last bit of unholiness we have: our human good and evil.  It will go up in the most beautiful bonfire ever made.  We will be in resurrection body without an old sin nature, and incapable of personal sin.


d.  “Blameless ones” refers to the believer in the eternal state.  It carries the concept of having a resurrection body.  In eternity, every believer will have a resurrection body.


e.  Until the Rapture of the Church occurs, all Church Age believers who die go to heaven in an interim body where there is equally great happiness and blessing to all believers, whether they are winners or losers.


f.  At the Rapture all Church Age believers receive their resurrection bodies, both winners and losers, both those already in heaven (“the dead in Christ shall rise first”), and those alive on the earth  (“and we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, and so shall we ever be with the Lord”).


g.  So ultimate sanctification is the state of being blameless before God, possessing a resurrection body.  1 Cor 1:8; Eph 1:4.


h.  Following the Rapture of the Church, at the judgment seat of Christ, winners receive the conveyance of their escrow blessings for the eternal state.


i.  Ultimate sanctification converts the body of Christ into the Bride of Christ.


j.  In ultimate sanctification, the Church is resurrected aristocracy, and therefore, different from all other resurrections.  The royal family of God shares in the coronation and triumph of Jesus Christ at the Second Advent.  Therefore, the bride must be prepared prior to the Second Advent.


k.  Other passages:  Phil 3:21; 1 Thes 5:23; 1 Jn 3:1-2.
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