1 Corinthians 1:6



This verse is parenthetical.  It establishes the certainty of the blessings mentioned in verse 5.

- is an adverb used in several different ways:


1.  Of comparison, meaning “just as, as.”

2.  Of degree, meaning “as, to the degree that.”

3.  Of cause, meaning “since, in so far as.”

4.  Of time, meaning “when.”

5.  Of indirect discourse after verbs of saying, “how, that.”
Here we have meaning number one.

- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun MARTURION, which means that which serves as “testimony” or “proof.”
- is the objective genitive of the masculine singular proper noun Christ, which should be translated “for” or “about,” or “concerning Christ.”  “The testimony about Christ” is a reference to the gospel, compare 2 Tim 1:8; 1 Tim 2:6; Rev 1:2.

- is the third person singular aorist passive indicative of the verb BEBAIOW, which when used of things means: “to make firm, to confirm, to guarantee, to fulfill.”  And of persons:  “to establish, to strengthen.”  Here the object of the action of the verb is a thing, “the testimony,” therefore the meaning “to confirm.”  In the passive voice it means “to be confirmed.”

The constative aorist gathers the confirmation of the testimony about Christ into a single whole.


The passive voice indicates the testimony about Christ receives the action, being confirmed.


The declarative indicative mood indicates the reality of the testimony about Christ being confirmed.

“(just as the testimony about Christ was guaranteed [confirmed]”
The noun BEBAIWSIS means a guarantee, a confirmation.

The infinitive BEBAIWSAI means to guarantee or to confirm.

1.  It was said of a seller who confirmed a purchase to the buyer, in face of the claims of third parties, that he accepted a BEBAIWSIS, i.e., a legally valid confirmation of the sale and therefore a guarantee.  The buyer could demand of the seller: BEBAIWSAI, that is, to guarantee the sale, and if he did not do so, the buyer could plead in court against him.


2.  In other words, this word and its cognates were technical terms for the guarantee of a legal contract.  They describe the process of confirming or guaranteeing a verbal or written contract.  In the case of a verbal contract an oath was given, and that settled the matter.  Today we call this “a man giving his word.”

3.  A perfect example of a verbal contract between God and man, and the guarantee of that contract is given in Heb 6:13ff, “For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could take an oath by no one greater, he took an oath by Himself, saying, `I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply you.’  And so, because he (Abraham) persisted, he obtained the promise.  For men take an oath by someone greater, and with them the oath for a confirmation is the end of every dispute.”

4.  In like manner the gospel is guaranteed (confirmed) by God, Rom 4:16, “For this reason it (salvation) is by faith, that it might be in accordance with grace, in order that the promise may be (BEBAIOS) guaranteed (confirmed) to all the (spiritual) seed (of Abraham).”

5.  All believers share in this guarantee of the gospel, Phil 1:7, “For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and guarantee (confirmation) (BEBAIWSIS) of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me.”

6.  The gospel is guaranteed by our Lord, Rom 15:8, “For I say that Christ has become a minister to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to guarantee (confirm) the promises given to the fathers.”

7.  The gospel is guaranteed as true also by men, Heb 2:3, “After it (the message of salvation) was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was guaranteed (confirmed) to us by those who heard.”

8.  Therefore, in our passage, 1 Cor 1:6, Paul compares the fact that the Corinthian believers have been made rich by means of all doctrine to the fact that the gospel has been guaranteed to them.  Just as they have escrow blessings on deposit forever, so the promise of the gospel, namely that faith in Christ means eternal life, has also been guaranteed to them.

 - this is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the second person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in you).”

1.  What is the guarantee?  That the gospel is true, reliable, absolute truth.  That Jesus Christ is who He said He is--God the Son.  And that anyone who believes in Christ has eternal life.


2.  When was the gospel (“the testimony about Christ”) guaranteed in us?  At the moment of salvation.


3.  Who guaranteed the gospel?  All three members of the Trinity.


4.  How was this guarantee accomplished?



a.  By the imputation of God’s perfect righteousness and His eternal life.



b.  By the indwelling of all three members of the Trinity.



c.  By the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, whereby we are entered into union with Christ, so that we share His destiny.


5.  Because of the indwelling presence of the Trinity in the body of the Church Age believer as a guarantee of eternal life, the gospel is said to be guaranteed “in us.”
1 Cor 1:6 corrected translation
“(just as the testimony about Christ [the gospel] was guaranteed [confirmed] in you),”
Explanation:

1.  We have escrow blessings from God the Father, which were put on deposit in the First Universal Bank of Heaven in a bank account in our name.  This bank account has wealth and blessings beyond our widest imagination.  We do not gain access to this account until we learn how to use our passbook and fill out the withdrawal slips.

2.  The knowledge of how to fill out the withdrawal slips and use the bankbook is gained by reaching spiritual maturity through the consistent daily positive volition to the word of God.  To qualify for receiving the passbook we must attain a personal sense of destiny, spiritual autonomy, and spiritual maturity.


a.  In spiritual self-esteem you have confidence in doctrine.  You are totally sure of what you believe and why you believe it.  


b.  In spiritual autonomy you have so much doctrine in your soul that you no longer have to ask other Christians what to do in certain situations.  As long as you have doubts about what doctrine to apply, or don’t even know if there is a doctrine to apply to some situation, then you have not reached spiritual autonomy.


c.  In spiritual maturity you are able to use the doctrine in your soul to handle any and all circumstances of life no matter how wonderful or how horrible.

3.  The means of learning how to fill out the proper withdrawal slip is the mechanics of the intake and exhale, or the metabolization of doctrine.  This means the daily function of learning doctrine from your right pastor-teacher and the daily application of doctrine to every little circumstance in our life.

4.  By applying doctrine to the little things in life, we learn how to apply doctrine on a habitual basis.  Then when pressure, testing, adversity, our old sin nature, or something difficult in life hits us from out of nowhere, we already know how to apply doctrine and are in the habit of doing so.  By applying doctrine in this manner, we build spiritual strength, spiritual muscle.  This develops capacity for life.  We are now able to take the good with the bad, the prosperity with the difficulty, and still remain confident in the grace of God, occupied with who and what Christ is, happy because we know God still has a plan for our lives, and motivated to keep moving spiritually no matter what happens.

5.  This is the mental attitude of capacity for life.  This is the attitude of spiritual self-esteem or a personal sense of destiny.  This is the attitude that permits God to bless us, because we now have the capacity and ability to receive the blessing without thinking we did anything to earn or deserve it.

6.  This was what Paul was reminding the Corinthians in verse 5.  Now in verse 6 he is telling them that those blessings and this whole system for blessing is guaranteed just as much as the gospel is guaranteed to be true.

7.  Paul is saying, “Listen, you believed in Christ, and now you know beyond any question or doubt that He is the Son of God, He died for you, He rose from the dead, He ascended to heaven, He has been seated at the right hand of the Father, and therefore has given fantastic blessings to men.  And all that testimony concerning Him was guaranteed by Him, it was guaranteed by the other members of the Trinity, and it was guaranteed by those of us who have seen the risen Savior.  ‘Now Hear This’, all those guarantees apply equally to the fact that there is unbelievable blessing available for you personally.  The guarantee of the availability of this blessing is the same guarantee as the gospel—w are indwelt by all three members of the Trinity.”
8.  The fact that these believers have escrow blessings available from God and that these blessings are just as much guaranteed as the truth of the gospel is another reason why Paul is thankful to God at all times whenever he prays for these believers.  We have so much to be thankful for, there isn’t enough time in one person’s lifetime to even thank God for one percent of it all.  God’s grace to us is overwhelming.  Therefore it behooves us to find out all that God has done for us in eternity past.  Without the intake of doctrine on a daily basis this impossible, and we of all men will be most miserable.
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