1 Corinthians 1:4



 - is the first person singular present active indicative of the verb EUCHARISTEW.  The word is formed from two Greek words, EU meaning “good,” and CHARIS meaning “grace, favor, goodness, thankful.”  It is translated “to give thanks, be thankful.”

The iterative present expresses an action that is repeated at certain intervals.  Paul is not praying continually for these believers, but habitually.  It is something he does whenever he prays.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of the verb.


The declarative indicative mood indicates the fact that the apostle prays for his congregation as a whole.  The pastor should be thankful for those in his congregation who have positive volition.

 - is the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”  The reference here is to God the Father, to whom all prayer is addressed.  With this we have the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my: to my God.”

a.  Paul adds the word “my” to make sure the Corinthians understand that a personal relationship exists between the believer and God the Father.


b.  This relationship is based upon the work of Christ on the Cross.


c.  God the Father belongs to Paul in the sense of being his own personal God.  Remember Christ’s statement, “I and the Father are one.”  If you have a personal relationship with Christ through faith in Him, and you do, then you also have a personal relationship with God the Father.


d.  This close personal relationship manifests itself in prayer by the believer.  Just as God talks to us through the teaching of His word, so we talk to Him through prayer.


e.  The first and most important part of prayer is thanksgiving.



(1)  The purpose of thanksgiving is to orient the believer’s prayer toward the Source of all blessing.  Thanksgiving makes the believer remember that God has provided everything in the past, and will continue to provide everything we need in the future.



(2)  With this in mind as we pray, we realize that we have nothing to worry about, there is nothing too difficult in our life which God cannot handle.

- is an adverb of time PANTOTE, meaning “at all times.”  Together with the iterative present we have the concept of habitually recurring prayer.

 - is the preposition of substitution PERI plus the genitive of advantage from the personal pronoun EGW, meaning “on behalf of you.”  

 - is the preposition EPI plus the instrumental of cause of the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, meaning “because of, or on account of the grace.”  This prepositional phrase gives us the reason why Paul is praying for the Corinthians.
 - is the ablative of source from the masculine singular proper noun THEOS, meaning “from God.”  Here the reference is to God the Father.

 - is the dative feminine singular from the articular aorist passive participle of the verb DIDWMI, meaning “to give.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and translated, “which.”

The culminative aorist tense regards the grace of God to the believer at salvation in its entirety, but emphasizes the results: we have greater opportunities and privileges as Church Age believers in union with Christ than any other believers at any other time in human history.


The passive voice indicates that all Church Age believers receive the action of the verb at the moment of salvation by the baptism of the Holy Spirit, which places us in union with Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.  It describes the circumstances surrounding the action of the main verb, “I give thanks, because of the grace of God which has been given.”
 - is the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to you.”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular proper nouns CHRISTOS IĒSOUS, meaning “in Christ Jesus”—a reference to our position in union with Christ.

1 Cor 1:4 Corrected Translation
“I give thanks to my God at all times on behalf of you because of the grace from God  which has been given to you in Christ Jesus,”
Explanation:

1.  Prayer is not something that should be done every waking moment, or even most of the time.  That kind of prayer is a special spiritual gift given to certain believers and may not even apply in your case.

2.  Prayer should occur habitually as the need and occasion arises.  Believers, who spend all their time in prayer, generally are spiritual morons; they have no spiritual growth, and aren’t getting through to the throne of grace anyway.

3.  But there are some believers with a special spiritual gift of prayer, and they have the time to pray.  But this doesn’t mean that just because you don’t have that particular spiritual gift, you aren’t expected to pray.

4.  Most prayers are not answered because most people ask God from the wrong motivation of lust and greed.  People pray because they want something from God, or they want God to make it stop hurting.  Mature believers pray because they are thankful for all that God has already done for them, not because they want something.

5.  Ninety-five percent of your time in prayer should be spent on the following areas:


a.  Acknowledging sin to God.


b.  Thankfulness.


c.  Intercession for others.

6.  The other five percent should be spent on prayers petitions for yourself.  And for what should you ask?


a.  Time to study God’s Word.


b.  Freedom to study God’s Word.


c.  Concentration while studying God’s Word.


d.  Understanding of the things in God’s Word you are studying.


e.  Reverse concentration to apply the things in God’s Word, which you have learned.


f.  Contentment with what things you have.  And what things do you have:



(1)  A personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.



(2)  A perfect protocol plan from God designed perfectly and personally for you.



(3)  A portfolio of invisible assets, which includes:




(a)  Escrow assets.  These are blessings for time and eternity held in escrow by God until you learn enough doctrine to appreciate the Source of the blessings.  The blessings for time include prosperity in temporal things such as job, health, success, wealth, power, love, and spiritual blessings such as understanding the whole realm of doctrine and sharing God’s very own happiness.




(b)  Equality assets—equal privilege and equal opportunity from your election and predestination.  Equal privilege in election is your royal priesthood.  Equal opportunity in election is logistical grace.  Equal privilege in predestination is union with Christ (the Baptism of the Holy Spirit).  Equal opportunity in predestination is your very own spiritual life in which to live and operate.




(c)  Volitional assets.  You have a free will, which you can use to make right decisions and glorify God.




(d)  Production Assets.  As a result of spiritual progress and straightening out our mental attitude, we begin to be motivated in childhood to do something for the Lord.  That motivation will reach its peak when we reach a personal sense of destiny from maximum doctrine.




(e)  Undeserved Suffering Assets.  The undeserved suffering assets are providential preventative suffering, momentum testing, and evidence testing.



(f)  Invisible Impact Assets.  The portfolio of invisible assets provides for the royal family of God to have a spiritual impact on human history.  This impact is invisible and far more powerful than any evident human power as recorded in human history.




(g)  Personnel assets.  You have at least one spiritual gift, which makes you superior to all Old Testament believers who had none.




(h)  Unique assets.  The indwelling of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit in the body of every believer in the Church Age as a guarantee of personal relationship with God, eternal security, temporal security, and a personal sense of destiny.



(4)  A palace in which to execute the perfect protocol plan of God called the spiritual life.  This is the place in which you exercise power.  It was created by God the Father and God the Holy Spirit for the exclusive use of the royal family of God, the Church age believer.  It was tested by the High Priest of the Royal Family during the dispensation of the hypostatic union.
7.  Now if God has provided all these things for you, for what are you going to ask?  You have everything pertaining to eternal life and the spiritual life, what else is there?  You don’t have enough time to be thankful for everything you have, let alone ask for anything from God.

8.  Paul, like all pastors, prays on behalf of his congregation.  In like manner the congregation should pray on behalf of the pastor.  Paul wants the Corinthians to remember that he needs them just as much as they need him.  They are all part of the same body; they are on the same side in the angelic conflict.  He wants them to realize that he still cares enough about their spiritual growth to pray for them personally whenever he prays.

9.  Paul is praying for the Corinthians because of all that God has given to them by virtue of their position in Christ.  All believers, regardless of whether they are winners or losers in the plan of God, have certain privileges by being in union with Christ.  For example,


a.  We have the indwelling of each member of the Trinity.


b.  We have the 100% availability of divine power.


c.  We share everything that Christ has: sonship, priesthood, righteousness, kingship, life, heirship, election, destiny, sanctification, and acceptance.


d.  We have the same sphere of power in which to execute God’s plan as was available to our Lord.


e.  We have the privilege of direct access to God the Father in prayer.
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