1 Corinthians 1:30



- is the preposition EK plus the ablative of cause from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “because of Him.”  This is a reference to God the Father.

- is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE meaning “but.”
- is the nominative subject from the second person masculine plural personal pronoun EGW plus the second person plural present active indicative of the verb EIMI, “you keep on being.”

The durative present is linear aktionsart; continuous action in present time.  This can also be a retroactive progressive present for something (union with Christ) begun in the past (at salvation) and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of being in union with Christ.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a dogmatic statement of fact.

- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere/place/relationship from the proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “in Christ Jesus.”
“But because of Him you keep on being in Christ Jesus,”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring to masculine singular nouns just mentioned “Christ Jesus.”
- is the third person singular aorist passive indicative of the verb GINOMAI, meaning “to become: who became.”

The constative aorist gathers into a single whole the entirety of Christ being the personification of wisdom to us.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus Christ received the action of the verb, being made the manifestation of God’s wisdom to believers.


The declarative indicative mood indicates is simple statement of fact.

- is the predicate nominative of the feminine singular noun SOPHIA, meaning “wisdom.”
- is the dative of indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us.”
- is the preposition APO plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “from God”—a reference to God the Father.

- is the connective particle TE plus the connective conjunctions KAI, meaning “both...and...and...”
- is the appositional nominative from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, meaning “righteousness, justice, uprightness, virtue.”
- is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular noun HAGIASMOS, meaning “holiness, consecration, or sanctification.”   

 - is the appositional nominative from the feminine singular noun APOLUTRWSIS, meaning “buying a slave or captive, making a slave free by payment of a ransom, hence redemption, acquittal.”
1 Cor 1:30 corrected translation
“But because of Him you keep on being in Christ Jesus, who became to us the wisdom from God, both the righteousness and the sanctification and the redemption.”
Explanation:

“But because of Him [God the Father] you keep on being in Christ Jesus,”
1.  God the Father is the reason why we are in union with Christ.


a.  In eternity past God the Father designed His eternal plan.


b.  As a part of that plan He decided that there would be one group of believers who would have the greatest of all privileges—being in union with His Son.


c.  He gave this privilege to anyone who had or would believe in His Son after His death, burial, resurrection and ascension, and before His Son came again to take these believers away with Him to heaven.


d.  This group of believers is called the Church, the body of Christ, the royal family of God.


e.  The mechanics of being placed into union with Christ is called the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  At salvation God the Holy Spirit takes each of us and puts us into union with Christ or identifies us with Christ.  That means that we are considered by God the Father to be equal with the Son, and therefore share everything the Son has.  Positionally we are as much sons of God as the Son is the Son of God.


f.  It was God the Father’s decision that permitted human beings to be given the same opportunities and privileges as His very own Son.  God the Holy Spirit executed the will of the Father.

2.  The present tense of the verb EIMI, “to be,” is significant.  The present tense is linear aktionsart, which is the German word for progress in present time without end.


a.  You are in union with Christ now.


b.  You will always be in union with Christ.


c.  You cannot do anything to get out of being in union with Christ.


d.  God cannot do anything to get you out of being in union with Christ.


e.  Therefore you have eternal security.  You cannot lose your salvation.

3.  Being “in Christ Jesus” means you are a new spiritual species.  Characteristics of the New Spiritual Species include: 


a.  The new spiritual species is created by the baptism of the Spirit at salvation.  This positional sanctification constitutes the equal privilege of predestination.  God predetermined in eternity past that you would have the same privileges as His Son: that’s predestination.


b.  The new spiritual species is forever protected from liability at the Last Judgment; you cannot lose your salvation, Rom 8:1.


c.  The new spiritual species possesses eternal life, 1 Jn 5:11-12, “In fact, this is the testimony, namely, that God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has this life [eternal life].  He who does not have the Son of God does not have this life.”


d.  The new spiritual species possesses a double divine righteousness (+R): the imputed perfect righteousness of God the Father, Rom 3:22 (“that is, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for the benefit of all who believe, since there is no distinction”), and the perfect righteousness we share with Jesus Christ through positional sanctification, 1 Cor 1:30.


e.  The new spiritual species has an inheritance protected by the omnipotence of God.  1 Pet 1:4, “We are guarded by the omnipotence of God through faith at the moment of salvation.”

f.  Being a new spiritual species is not progressive.  It cannot be improved in time or in eternity.  It is a gift of God and originates from His sovereignty; therefore we cannot improve it by anything we do.


g.  Being a new spiritual species is not an emotion or an experience.  It is not an empirical function.  Emotion is a normal part of life, a normal soul function, but is not the criterion for the spiritual life.  You can be filled with the Holy Spirit and be emotional about something, but emotion is not a sign of spirituality, not a function of the influence or filling of the Holy Spirit.


h.  Being a new spiritual species is not related to any form of human works or human merit. 


i.  The new spiritual species is both justified and sanctified.



(1)  We are justified as new spiritual species, Rom 3:24, “receiving justification without payment by means of His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.”



(a)  Old Testament believers were also justified upon receiving the imputation of God’s perfect righteousness.




(b)  Old Testament believers were justified after the pattern of Abraham, Gen 15:6, “Abraham believed in the Lord and it was credited to his account for righteousness.”


(2)  We are sanctified (entered into union with Christ) as new spiritual species, 1 Cor 1:2, 30; Heb 10:10, 14, “By means of which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ one time.” 14, “For by means of one offering He has made perfect for all time those who are sanctified.”  No Old Testament believer was ever entered into union with Christ.


j.  The new spiritual species is unique to the Church Age; it never existed in any previous dispensation, nor will it exist in any future dispensation.

“who [the LJC] became to us the wisdom from God,”
1.  The Lord Jesus Christ manifest in the flesh was and still is the perfect representation of the wisdom of God the Father.


a.  Our Lord lived His entire life in the power of God the Holy Spirit, a perfect example that man must depend upon God and not upon Himself.  This is the wisdom of God.


b. Our Lord lived His entire life in total dependence upon the provision of God, a perfect example that man must depend upon God and not upon Himself.  This is the wisdom of God.


c.  Our Lord lived His entire life positive to the teaching of the Word of God, a perfect example that man must depend upon God and not upon his own wisdom.  This is the wisdom of God.


d.  Our Lord lived His entire life in obedience to the will of the Father, a perfect example that man must be obedient to God and not to the desires of his old sin nature.  This is the wisdom of God.

2.  Everything our Lord thought, said, and did were manifestations of the wisdom of God the Father.

3.  But the greatest manifestation of the wisdom of God the Father was sending His Son to the Cross to bear the sins of the world.  For no one else could have successfully done so.  This is the greatest manifestation of the wisdom of God.

4.  Therefore our Lord Jesus Christ is to us the manifestation of the wisdom of God the Father.

5.  Three examples of our Lord Jesus Christ as the manifestation of the wisdom of God the Father are given in the last three nouns in this verse. 

“both righteousness and sanctification and redemption.”
1.  Righteousness is related to the wisdom of God.


a.  Jesus Christ is the personification of the perfect righteousness of God the Father.


b.  God’s perfect righteousness is necessary for us to live with God forever.  Therefore God gives us His very own righteousness at the point of faith in Christ.


c.  We also share the righteousness of His Son by being in union with Him.


d.  Therefore, we have a double portion of divine righteousness.


e.  The fact that God has given us a double portion of His own righteousness is a demonstration of the wisdom of God.

2.  Sanctification is related to the wisdom of God.


a.  Sanctification means we have been set apart to God for special use, special purpose, special privilege, and special opportunity.


b.  Sanctification means God has made us holy and considers us holy because we have His righteousness and because we are in union with His Son.


c.  Sanctification means that positionally God considers us perfect, blameless, and holy.  He can only do so because of our special relationship to His Son.  We are the bride of Christ; we are the body of Christ.  Our Lord is not complete without us.  We are as important to God the Father as our Lord is to God the Father.


d.  The position in which we are held by God the Father is a demonstration of the wisdom of God.

3.  Redemption is related to the wisdom of God.


a.  Redemption means that God has purchased us from the slave market of sin.  As unbelievers we were slaves to our sin nature.  But the substitutionary sacrifice of our Lord on the Cross paid the price to free us from the dictates and demands of the old sin nature.


b.  God has set us free spiritually to advance to maturity or retrogress to reversionism and the state of sinfulness resulting in death.


c.  Apart from parental training and inculcation of establishment principles, the unbeliever is a slave to the dictates of his sin nature.  This slavery can only be broken by faith in Christ.


d.  Even after salvation, the sin nature still wants to maintain control and run our lives.  But God has broken the control of the sin nature, and given us the greater power of the influence or filling of God the Holy Spirit to say “no” to the sin nature.  This is a demonstration of the wisdom of God.


e.  Therefore our Lord Jesus Christ has become to us the manifestation, the demonstration of the wisdom of God as exemplified by giving us His righteousness, putting us into union with His Son, and redeeming us from slavery to the old sin nature.
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