1 Corinthians 1:28



- is the simple connective KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective AGENĒS, used as a substantive and meaning “not of noble birth, base, love, or the insignificant ones.”
- is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “of the world.”
- is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative neuter plural articular perfect passive participle of the verb EXOUTHENEW, meaning “despise, disdain, of no account, reject with contempt, treat with contempt.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, emphasizing the present state as a result of a past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that certain people receive the action of being rejected and treated as contemptible by others.


The participle is used as a substantive (noun).  “and those who are of no account,” or “and the rejected ones,” or “and the contemptible ones.”
- is the third person singular aorist middle indicative of the verb EKLEGW, meaning “to pick out, to select, to choose for one’s self.”

The gnomic aorist presents a generally accepted fact or truth, which is so fixed in its certainty it is described just as though it were an actual occurrence.


The indirect middle lays stress upon the agent (God) as producing the action.  It emphasizes the part taken by the subject in the action of the verb.


The declarative indicative indicates a statement of fact.

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to God the Father.

- is the appositional accusative neuter plural article TA used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who” plus the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the accusative neuter plural present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”  “those not being,” or “the non-existent ones.”  The participle is again used as a substantive.

- is the inferential conjunction HINA which introduces a final purpose clause, “in order that.”
- is the appositional accusative neuter plural article TA used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who,” plus the accusative neuter plural present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”  “those being,” or “the existing ones.”  The participle is again used as a substantive.

 - is the third person singular aorist active subjunctive of the verb KATARGEW, meaning “to render useless or unproductive, to render powerless, to make ineffective, to render null, to abrogate, to cancel, to bring to an end, to destroy, to annihilate.”  Here “to render powerless or make ineffective.”

The dramatic aorist tense states a present reality with the certitude of a past event.  This idiom is a device for emphasis.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of the verb.


The potential subjunctive mood is used with HINA to indicate the purpose clause.

1 Cor 1:28 corrected translation
“and God has chosen the insignificant ones of the world and the rejected, the non-existent ones, in order that He might render powerless the existing ones.”
Explanation:
“and God has chosen the insignificant ones of the world...”
1.  God has decided to use you to be the invisible hero in His plan.  You are the insignificant ones referred to in this passage.

2.  God does not consider you to be insignificant.  On the contrary, you are the most significant human beings who have ever existed.  Why?  Because you are members of the royal family of God.  You are in union with Christ.

3.  To the rest of the world, you are a nobody.  You are just another pawn on the chess board of history.  As far as the unbeliever is concerned you aren’t important for anything.

4.  So God takes what the world rejects and uses that as important part of His plan for the Church age.  As goes the believer, so goes history.


a.  When there are a lot of believers positive to the teaching of Bible doctrine, then there is great prosperity in that local area, and in that nation.


b.  When there are a lot of believers negative to the teaching of doctrine, then there is divine discipline and historical disaster.

“and the rejected”
1.  You have been rejected by the world, Jn 15:19, “If you were part of the world [cosmic system], the world would love its own; but because you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you for Myself from the world, for this reason the world hates you.”  Jn 17:14, “I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.”
2.  You have been rejected by Satan, 1 Pet 5:8, “Be self-disciplined, be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”
3.  Since you have been rejected by both man and Satan, God has chosen you to determine the course of history.  You have the opportunity to be a blessing by association to others.

4.  God has chosen you who are insignificant and rejected to proclaim the message of salvation to the world.  You are the mouthpiece of God to offer eternal life to those around you.  God has given you tremendous responsibility.  But you cannot present the gospel accurately if you don’t understand the message, and the policy of grace that goes with it.

“the non-existent ones”
1.  This is what the unbelievers, the skeptics, the Judaizers called the Christians.  TA ME ONTA.  “You’re nothing, you’re a nobody, and you’re a zero.”
2.  Paul used this hateful phrase hurled at the believers to remind them that it didn’t matter what the rest of the world thought of them.  No matter what they do they will always be rejected, despised, and hated by the unbeliever.

3.  It’s what God thinks of you that counts, not what people think of you.  Do you live your life to please God, or to please men?  What difference does it make to you what anyone thinks about you?  You have to answer to God; you don’t have to answer to anyone else.

4.  If you are trying to live to please people, you will always fail.  Why?  Because people are no damn good.  They change all the time; you can never satisfy them.  So why bother worrying about what others think of you.  The only thing in life that matters is what God thinks of you!

“in order that He might render powerless the existing ones.”
1.  “The existing ones” is the arrogant phrase used by the unbelievers when referring to themselves.  We are “somebody.”  We are important.  We are the ones that really count in life.  This was the slogan of the antagonistic unbeliever.

2.  God will break the pride of these wise men, these political leaders, these great warriors, these great business leaders, and these great scientists.  And He will do so by making everything depend on the unknown, invisible hero of the Church Age.

3.  Who is this unknown, invisible hero of the Church Age?  The believer who is consistent and faithful in the perception, metabolization, and application of Bible doctrine.

4.  This believer is hungry for doctrine, eager to learn more about God, thirsty for information about the whole realm of doctrine.  He is never bored by any subject.  His soul cannot stand to go without doctrine even for a day.

5.  And this believer is the one around whom history will revolve.  God will do whatever it takes to keep on providing logistical grace, special blessing, and suffering for blessing so that this believer can continue to grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

6.  The positive volition of the invisible hero will confound, refute, negate and destroy the power of “those who think they are something, when they are nothing.”
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