1 Corinthians 1:23



- is the emphatic or intensive use of the conjunction DE, meaning “indeed.”
- is the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we.”
- is the first person plural present active indicative of the verb KĒRUSSW, meaning “to proclaim, declare, preach, or make a public announcement.”  Here it means “we proclaim.”

The progressive present tense indicates what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that apostles, evangelists, pastors, and believers produce the action.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a fact that the proclamation of Christ having died for the sins of the world is made publicly for all to hear.

- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, transliterated as “Christ.”  This is the title of our Lord emphasizing His mission during the First Advent.

- is the accusative masculine singular perfect passive participle of the verb STAUROW, meaning “to crucify.”  In the passive voice it means “to be crucified.”

The intensive perfect emphasizes the results of Christ’s crucifixion: the fact that Christ died spiritually for the sins of the world.  It is a strong way of saying a thing is.


The passive voice indicates that our Lord received the action.


The participle is circumstantial.  It describes the circumstances of what is being proclaimed.

“indeed we are proclaiming Christ having been crucified...”

1.  The Jews keep asking for a sign.  And the apostles proclaim that Christ crucified is that sign.


2.  The Greeks keep seeking wisdom.  And the apostles proclaim that the crucifixion of Christ for the sins of the world is the ultimate wisdom of God.


3.  So Paul is saying, “You Jews keep on asking for a sign; and we keep on telling you what the sign was.  And you Greeks keep on seeking for wisdom; and we keep on explaining the wisdom of God was in sending His Son to die for us.”

4.  Now Paul states the reaction of the Jews to being told what the sign was; and the reaction of the Greeks to being told what the wisdom of God is.
- is the Attic Greek construction MEN…DE, meaning “on the one hand...on the other hand.”
- is the dative of reference from the masculine plural noun ’IOUDAIS, transliterated as: “to the Jews.”
The present active indicative of EIMI is implied by ellipsis.  “On the one hand to the Jews [it is] a scandal.”
- is the accusative direct object from neuter singular noun SKANDALOS, meaning “a scandal, an offense.”

1.  The word connotes three things:  a trap; a temptation to sin, or an enticement to apostasy; that which gives offense or causes revulsion, that which arouses opposition, an object of anger or disapproval, a scandal.


2.  In other words, the Jews considered the proclamation that the Son of God, the Christ, the Messiah, died on the Cross for the sins of the world to be a trap to Jewish orthodoxy, a temptation to believe apostasy, a false belief, a scandal for any religious Jew.
- is the dative of reference from the neuter plural noun ETHNOS, meaning “to the Greeks.”
The present active indicative of EIMI is implied by ellipsis.  “On the other hand to the Greeks [it is] foolishness.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun MWRIA, meaning “foolishness, stupidity, idiocy; something only a moron would believe.”
1 Cor 1:23 corrected translation
“indeed we are proclaiming Christ having been crucified, on the one hand, to the Jews [it is] heresy [a scandal], and on the other hand to the Greeks [it is] idiocy [foolishness].”
Explanation:
1.  The greatest grace gift ever offered by God to man was considered by the two greatest intellectual groups of the ancient world to be heresy and idiocy.

2.  The religious crowd said the gospel was really a temptation to believe false doctrine.

3.  The intellectual crowd said you’d have to be a moron to believe that God would send His own Son to die as a criminal.

4.  The Holy Spirit hit the nail squarely on the head when He inspired Paul to write in 2 Cor 4:4, “in whose case the god of this world (Satan) has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”
5.  Application:


a.  If the apostle Paul could not convince the Jews and the Greeks to believe in Christ, what makes you think you can persuade anyone to believe in Christ?


b.  Your job is not to argue, persuade, convince, or change anyone’s mind about Christ.  That is God the Holy Spirit’s job.


c.  Your job is to accurately present the gospel information and let God the Holy Spirit do the rest.


d.  There will always be “intellectuals” who reject the gospel and run you down in the process.


e.  There will always be “religious” people who reject salvation by grace and run you down in the process.


f.  Your job is to conduct yourself like a staff officer.  You don’t take anything personal.  You remain calm, cool, collected, and just present the facts and nothing but the facts.


g.  Your job as a believer is not to get involved in debates, discussions, arguments, or intellectual exercises with the unbeliever.  You are to give the gospel and then get out of the way, so God the Holy Spirit can make it real and convict that person of their sinfulness and need for a Savior.

6.  You cannot change the negative volition of someone else by anything you say or do.  You can only change yourself, by consistent positive volition to the teaching and application of the Word of God.  No one can do this for you.
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