1 Corinthians 1:21



- is a postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, used in its explanatory sense, meaning “For.”
- is an Attic Greek conjunction EPEIDĒ, used as both a temporal conjunction (meaning “when”) and as a casual conjunction (as here), meaning “since,” or “because.”  I will translate it “since.”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere of the feminine singular article and noun SOPHIA, meaning “in the wisdom.”
- is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world.”  This is a reference to the world of unbelievers.

- is the objective negative OUK, which means “not” and slams the door shut plus the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb GINWSKW, meaning “to know, to come to know; to learn of, ascertain, find out; to understand, comprehend; to perceive, notice, realize.”  Here it means “to come to know” in the sense of learning more about someone than the fact that that person exists.


The constative aorist gathers the entirety of unbelievers being unable to know anything about God into a single whole and regards it as a simple fact.


The active voice indicates that unbelievers of the world produce the action.  They have neither the power nor the ability to know anything about God.


The declarative indicative mood is for a dogmatic statement of fact.

- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”
- is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular noun SOPHIA, translated “through its wisdom.”  The article TES is used as a possessive pronoun “its,” which was its original function in Attic Greek.

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Here a reference to God the Father, the author of the divine plan of salvation.

- is the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb EUDOKEW, which means “consider, consent, determine, resolve,” when used with the infinitive following the verb.  That is exactly the construction we have here because the verb is followed by the infinitive of the verb SWIZW.


The constative aorist is used for the entirety of God’s thinking before deciding how to save mankind.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a dogmatic statement of fact.

- is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular article and noun MWRIA, meaning “through the foolishness.”
- is the descriptive genitive of the masculine singular article and noun KĒRUGMA, meaning “of the verbal proclamation.”
- is the aorist active infinitive of the verb SWIZW, “to save.”

The constative aorist is used for the point of time when anyone believes in Christ.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action, providing eternal salvation for anyone who believes in His Son.


The infinitive of purpose is used to express the aim of the action denoted by the finite verb, “God determined, decided... to save.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb PISTEUW, meaning “to believe.”  The article is used as a relative pronoun, “the ones (those) who.”

The descriptive present indicates what is now going on.  This can also be a pictorial present, in which the present tense presents a picture of the events as now in the process of occurrence.


The active voice indicates that anyone who has faith in Christ for eternal life produces the action.


The circumstantial participle expresses the attendant circumstances connected with the action of the main verb (to determine, decide.)

1 Cor 1:21 corrected translation
“For since in the wisdom of God, the world [unbelievers] did not come to know God through its own wisdom, God determined through the ‘foolishness’ of a verbal proclamation to save those who are believing.”
Explanation:

1.  “For since in the wisdom of God,”

a.  Verse 21 is the third reason why God sent Paul not to baptize, but to proclaim the gospel:  because God saves only through the proclaimed message, which the unbeliever rejects as foolishness.


b.  Paul will now explain why “God proved foolish the wisdom of this world (verse 20).”
2.  “the world did not come to know God through its own wisdom,”

a.  Compare Rom 1:20-22, “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.  For even when they knew (about) God [God consciousness], they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became empty in their thinking, and their foolish (ignorant) heart was darkened.  Professing to be wise, they became fools.”

b.  Unbelievers know that God exists.  They know there is a God.  But they reject the reality of this fact and replace it with their own evil imaginations and evil speculations.  Then they glorify their own evil speculations by calling their theories “wisdom, learning, intellect.”  And by professing to be wise, they have indeed “become fools.”
3.  “God determined...”

a.  Notice that unlike man or Satan, God always thinks before He acts.  God never does anything impulsively.  Application: do you buy things impulsively?  Do you make decisions based on how you feel?


b.  God made the decision how we would be saved.  We don’t decide how we will be saved.  Some people think there are many ways to be saved, or many things you can do but there is only one way: faith in Christ.

4.  “through the ‘foolishness’ of the verbal proclamation”

a.  “Foolishness” was the word used by the opponents of Christianity to ridicule, put down and scorn Christianity.  The sophisticated Greeks considered it an act of derision to have to publicly stand and tell others how to be saved, when everyone knew all you had to do was go to the altar and offer sacrifices to the gods.  To the Greeks, the Christians were idiots, stupid, unsophisticated, and crude because they went around proclaiming salvation by belief in some poor dead Jew who died as a criminal of Rome.  And most ridiculous of all, you had to believe that he rose from the dead.

b.  KERUGMA means:



(1)  Proclamation, announcement by a herald, preaching by a herald of God.  That is apostolic preaching, gospel preaching, or better “verbal proclamation of the gospel.”


(2)  To simplify this and use modern English we would say, “through the ‘foolishness’ of evangelism.”
Principles
1.  In His infinite, eternal, and perfect wisdom God the Father knew that mankind would sin, and that that sin would cause total depravity in man.


a.  Total depravity means that man has no power, no ability to have any kind of a relationship with God.  Man is totally helpless to know anything about God.


b.  All that man is able to know about God is what God in His grace chooses to reveal of Himself.  God is under no obligation to reveal Himself or anything about Himself to sinful mankind.  Therefore, any revelation from God concerning Himself is total graciousness toward mankind.


c.  Not only is man totally helpless to know anything about God, but man is incapable of learning anything about God unless God provides the means whereby man can learn.  God does exactly this through the ministry of common grace to the unbeliever at salvation.

2.  Mankind has two methods of trying to learn about God.


a.  God’s method, which is God providing information to man either directly or through a agent such as an angel or another human being.  During the Church Age, God has restricted divine revelation to the written Canon of Scripture, thus angels are not being used to reveal God to man.


b.  Man’s method, which is man by man’s efforts attempting to know God through the use of human rationalism and empiricism, that is, through human intellect.

3.  As stated in our verse, God declares that man through his own efforts, his own thinking, his own logic, is not able to know anything about God other than the fact that God exists.  The result of man’s efforts to know God is always human religion, that is, human works, human systems of self-righteousness, human programs of moral and/or immoral degeneracy.  Examples include:


a.  The Phallic cult of the ancient world, in which the male phallic symbol was worshipped through the practice of fornication and child sacrifice.


b.  The asceticism of Monasticism during the Middle Ages, in which self-denial was equated with godliness or spirituality.


c.  These are the two extremes between which fall all other systems of human religion to gain the approbation of God.

4.  If man does not have the power or ability to know God or have a relationship with God (and he doesn’t), then how can anyone be saved?


a.  Because of God’s grace and justice, He reveals Himself to mankind.


b.  God reveals Himself in two ways during the Church Age:  the written Canon of Scripture, and the proclamation of the gospel by members of the royal family of God—all Church Age believers.


c.  The unbeliever is born without a human spirit.  Therefore, he has no ability to understand anything related to God.


d.  So God the Holy Spirit takes the place of the human spirit and makes information about God a reality to the soul of the unbeliever.  The specific information God the Holy Spirit deals with is the proclamation of the gospel.  That is the person and work of Jesus Christ on the Cross.


e.  Whenever the gospel is proclaimed, God the Holy Spirit takes the unbeliever out from under the control of Satan and the unbeliever’s old sin nature and makes that gospel information objectively understood.  The gospel becomes real to the unbeliever.  It is a true fact, which he must accept or reject as reality to him.


f.  Now the unbeliever has a choice to make.  If he accepts the gospel as objective reality, then God the Holy Spirit takes that faith and makes it effective for salvation.  If the unbeliever rejects the gospel, then he goes back under control of Satan and his old sin nature.  There is no in between.  This is an absolute situation.

5.  So God the Father has determined that salvation for the unbeliever shall be based on the easiest system in the world: faith, or believing something that someone else tells you is true.  This is the normal way in which we all learn anything in life.  This system could not be any easier.  No unbeliever can ever object that he didn’t understand the gospel, because God the Holy Spirit Himself is responsible for making the gospel clear.  You are only responsible for giving the Holy Spirit correct information with which to work.

6.  To what did the intellectuals object?


a.  The simplicity and ease of God’s system for salvation was called “foolishness” by the intellectual unbelievers of Greece, Rome (paganism) and Judaism (legalism).


b.  The fact that God would send His own Son to earth to die as a criminal was called “foolishness” by the intellectual unbelievers.


c.  The fact that man did not have to “do anything” for salvation was called “foolishness” by the intellectual unbelievers.


d.  The fact of resurrection was called “foolishness” by the intellectual unbelievers, 1 Cor 15:35-36.


e.  The fact that anyone was able to declare this message of salvation regardless of their academic background or intellectual ability was called foolishness.

7.  So God in His infinite wisdom and marvelous sense of humor made salvation as easy as possible for man.


a.  God made the gospel available to everyone by announcing it verbally through other human beings.


b.  God made it understandable through the power of God the Holy Spirit.


c.  All a person has to do is say to God, “I believe.”
8.  What about those who have never heard the gospel?


a.  Children who have not reached an age where they can mentally understand the words and concepts of the gospel are automatically saved.  Example, David’s first born son of Bathsheba, 2 Sam 12:13-23.


b.  Natives in the bush in past centuries.



(1)  Don’t assume that missionaries have never reached them.



(2)  If they are negative at God consciousness, then God is not obligated to reveal the gospel to them.



(3)  If they are positive at God consciousness, then God is obligated, and in all cases has sent a missionary to them.  To do any less would be unfair of God.  And if God is unfair, then God isn’t God.  And if God isn’t God, then God doesn’t have the ability to create anything.  And if that is true, then you and I don’t exist, and none of this matters.



(4)  No one goes to hell because they never heard the gospel.  They go to hell because they didn’t want to hear the gospel, or they heard and rejected the gospel.
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