1 Corinthians 1:19



- is the postpositive explanatory use of the particle GAR, meaning “For.”
- is the third person singular perfect passive indicative of the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”  We get the English word “graphics” from this verb.


The intensive perfect stresses the existing fact of a completed action.  Here the completed action is the writing of the OT Scriptures.  The perfect tense emphasizes the fact that the writing of the OT canon is completed with results that go on forever.  This is a proof that the OT Canon was a settled issue at the time of Paul!


The passive voice indicates that the OT Scriptures receive the action of the verb, being written in the past with the result that they stand written forever.


The declarative indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of fact.

- is the Attic Greek form of the first person singular future active indicative of the verb APOLLUMI, which means “I will ruin, destroy.”  The Koine form is APOLESW.

The predictive future tense predicts an event that will occur in the future.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action of the verb.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a dogmatic statement of fact.

- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun SOPHIA, which means “the wisdom,” and is a reference to rationalism as a system of thinking.

- is the possessive genitive of the masculine plural adjective SOPHOS used as a substantive (noun).  It means “of the wise.”
- is simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
- is the accusative feminine singular direct object from the noun SUNESIS.  The word means “comprehension, intelligence, insight, or understanding” and is used for the technical knowledge which someone has of a subject.  In our passage SUNESIS is used for the system of thought called empiricism.  Empiricism is best represented by the technical empirical knowledge of a scientific field of study, such as physics, chemistry, and mathematics.

- is the possessive genitive of the masculine plural adjective SUNETOS, which means “intelligent, sagacious, or wise” and is used as a noun referring to intellectuals.  It is translated “of the intellectuals.”
 - is the first person singular future active indicative of the verb ATHETEW, meaning “to displace, set aside, abrogate, annul, reject.”

The predictive future is for an event that will occur in the future.  God will set aside, abrogate, annul, and reject the understanding, comprehension of the intellectuals.


The active voice indicates that God the Father will produce the action experientially at the Second Advent.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a dogmatic statement of fact.

1 Cor 1:19 corrected translation
“For it stands written,


‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise men (rationalism),


 and I will reject the intelligence of the intellectuals (empiricism).’”
Explanation:
A.  Introduction, “For it stands written.”

1.  Verse 19 is the final estate of human rationalism and empiricism.


2.  This is a quote from Isa 29:14.  This quote is identical to the LXX, the Septuagint (the Hebrew Bible written in Greek), except for the last word.  In the LXX the last word is KRUPTW, which means “to hide, to conceal,” but in the NT it is ATHETEW, which means “to displace, set aside, abrogate, annul, or reject.”

3.  The LXX says, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise men, and the understanding of the intelligent I will hide (conceal).”

4.  The Hebrew says, “Then the Lord said... ‘And the wisdom of his [Israel’s] wise men will perish, and the understanding of his discerning ones will be hidden (concealed).’”

5.  So the LXX followed the Hebrew very well, with no loss in the spirit or intent of the passage.  But notice that Paul changed the last word to one of greater force, greater action on the part of God.  Wisdom and understanding will not just be hidden or concealed, but set aside, abrogated, and rejected.


6.  This verse is the proof for what was stated in verse 18, that the gospel is foolishness to the unbeliever.

B.  “I will destroy...”

1.  All prophecy has both a near and far fulfillment.


2.  The near fulfillment occurred at the Cross, where human wisdom was destroyed positionally.


3.  The far fulfillment will occur at the Second Advent, when human wisdom will be destroyed experientially.



a.  The personal presence of our Lord Jesus Christ on earth will prove beyond any shadow of a doubt that rationalism and empiricism cannot establish a relationship with God.  Only faith in Christ can establish a relationship with God.



b.  For our Lord will bring with him only those who have believed in Him.  And only those human beings alive at the Second Advent who trust in Christ for salvation will remain to enter the Millennium.

C.  “the wisdom of the wise”

1.  Faith is a non-meritorious state of mind.  It is a system of perception in which the subject has no merit; only the object of faith has any merit.  This is the way most of us learn things in life.  We are told something and we believe it.


2.  Therefore, faith is a non-meritorious system of perception based on the confidence, the authority, and the veracity of another, in contrast to perception based on one’s knowledge or reason.


3.  Faith is a non-meritorious system of perception in contrast to rationalism or empiricism, which are systems of human I.Q.  Rationalism and empiricism emphasize the ability of the subject to understand the object.



a.  Rationalism says that reason is the source of knowledge superior to and independent of observation or a sense of perception. Descartes used rationalism and started with himself rather than with God, saying, “I think; therefore I exist.”


b.  Empiricism is perception by experience and observation rather than theory.  All ideas are derived from the perceptive use of one’s senses with no innate or a priori conceptions.  This also glorifies the subject.


5.  But faith glorifies the object or makes an authority out of the object.

D.  “and the understanding of the intellectuals I will reject.”

1.  The word for understanding is SUNESIS; it is used six times in the NT:



a.  Mk 12:33, “And to love Him with all your heart and with all your understanding (SUNESIS) and with all your power...”  Here SUNĒSIS is used for the entire faculty of mental activity of the soul as a general concept.



b.  1 Cor 1:19, “For it stands written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the intelligence (SUNESIS) of the intelligent I will reject.’”  Here the word is used for empiricism as a system of thought.



c.  Col 1:9, “For this reason, we also, from the day which we heard, do not cease praying and asking on behalf of you, in order that you might be filled with the full knowledge (EPIGNWSIS) of His will by means of all wisdom (SOPHIA) and spiritual comprehension (SUNESIS).”  Here SUNESIS or “spiritual comprehension” is the technical knowledge, the material, the building blocks by which EPIGNWSIS or full-knowledge of doctrine occurs in the soul.



d.  Col 2:2, “in order that their hearts might be encouraged (having been knit together by virtue-love and in all wealth—the 40 things given to us at salvation) from the full-assurance from spiritual comprehension (SUNESIS), resulting in the full-knowledge (EPIGNWSIS) of the mystery of God.”  Here SUNESIS is used for the understanding and technical knowledge which the believer’s mind has after hearing doctrine taught.  The believer not only understands what was taught, but is positive to what was taught.  That understanding or comprehension of technical knowledge produces full-assurance with regard to the doctrine taught.  And this spiritual comprehension results in EPIGNWSIS, the full-knowledge of doctrine.



e.  Eph 3:4, “by which mystery doctrine, as a result of the public reading of this epistle, you ought to be able to understand my spiritual comprehension [or technical knowledge] (SUNESIS) about the mystery of the Christ [baptism of the Holy Spirit],”  The teaching of Bible doctrine produces a technical knowledge regarding the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.



f.  2 Tim 2:7, “Think about what I am saying; for the Lord will give you spiritual comprehension (SUNESIS) in everything.”  It is the ministry of God the Holy Spirit to take doctrine taught by the pastor (GNWSIS) and turn it into spiritual comprehension or technical spiritual knowledge (SUNESIS) in the human spirit of the believer.  By positive volition to that doctrine on the part of the believer, God the Holy Spirit is able to take that GNWSIS doctrine and turn it into EPIGNWSIS type doctrine.


2.  There are three levels of understanding in Greek.



a.  GNWSIS is the Greek word for simple understanding of what was said or taught.  You neither agree or disagree; the material is simply humanly understood.



b.  SUNESIS is the Greek word for technical spiritual comprehension of what was said.  It refers to more than just hearing and understanding what was said (GNWSIS), but understanding the information as spiritual phenomena, that is, the spiritual implications of what is taught.  It means understanding above and beyond the superficial level of simple cognition.  This is the term for receptive comprehension.  This is the believer’s spiritual understanding in the left lobe of the soul.



c.  EPIGNWSIS is the Greek word for full and total comprehension and understanding of mystery doctrine of the Church Age, based on his belief in the truth of that doctrine.  Through positive volition Bible doctrine becomes usable by the believer.



d.  GNWSIS is doctrine understood, but cannot be applied to problems in life.  EPIGNWSIS is doctrine understood and believed, so that it can be applied to problems in life.  This is the believer’s spiritual understanding in the right lobe of the soul.

E.  Summary


1.  The only means whereby man can have a relationship with invisible God is through thought.  There are three possible systems of thought whereby man can have a relationship with God:  rationalism, empiricism, and faith.


2.  God has made a solemn declaration from His sovereign will that both rationalism and empiricism will be forever rejected and destroyed as the means of understanding spiritual phenomena and having a relationship with Him.  In Isa 29:14 it says that God “will hide or conceal” both of these systems of thinking.  But Paul explains what God meant by this when he wrote 1 Cor 1:19.  God will not just hide rationalism and empiricism, but destroy them as the basis for spiritual thinking by the believer.


3.  Both rationalism and empiricism are dependent upon human ability, human power, and human talent.  If God were to allow rationalism or empiricism to be systems of thinking whereby man could have a relationship with God, then God would be unfair.  For not all men would have an equal chance to have a relationship with God.


4.  Human intellect is dependent upon human genetics, human motivation, and human environment.  Since these variables differ in the life of each human being, no two humans would have the same opportunity to have a relationship with God, since in each case man’s ability to think in terms of rationalism or empiricism would be different.


5.  To make our relationship with God dependent upon human thinking would make God unfair.  But since God is perfect justice and cannot be unfair, He had to come up with a system of thinking whereby man is not dependent upon his own ability, but upon the ability of someone else.


6.  In God’s system of thinking based on faith, God provides the intellect, the ability, the motivation, and the spiritual apparatus for learning spiritual phenomena.  Man is only required one non-meritorious thing: positive volition.


7.  In God’s system of learning, God the Holy Spirit provides three very essential things for learning about God.



a.  The human spirit, which is the spiritual apparatus created in each believer at the moment of salvation whereby the believer is able to understand “the things of the Spirit of God.”


b.  The divine power or enablement to understand spiritual phenomena.  We don’t depend on our own human I.Q. or power, but upon the divine I.Q. or power of God the Holy Spirit.  He is the One who makes doctrine real to us, just as He made the gospel real to us.



c.  God provides the motivation to learn doctrine.  Through just a basic understanding of what Christ did for us on the cross we are motivated by God the Holy Spirit to want to know more about this wonderful Person who sacrificed Himself as a substitute for us.


8.  God’s entire system of thinking related to spiritual phenomena is called faith.



a.  In faith, man uses his own non-meritorious volition to believe that which God the Holy Spirit has made understandable to him.



b.  He cannot see, touch, or feel it, or sometimes even make logical sense out of it, but he knows that it is true and accepts it.



c.  For example, we know that Jesus Christ is both God and man, and that He died spiritually on the Cross.  Yet even though His two natures are inseparable, we also know that deity cannot die.  Now this doesn’t make logical sense, yet we know from God the Holy Spirit that these things are true.  Therefore we accept doctrine on the basis of faith.


9.  Faith is never a blind leap into the dark.  We don’t believe in things that are illogical, untrue, nebulous, or stupid, because God is not illogical, nebulous, stupid, or confused.  God only thinks logically, and only teaches doctrine logically, step by step.  Some things we are not able to understand because:



a.  We don’t understand more basic doctrines, which are the building blocks to more advanced doctrine.



b.  We don’t pay attention to what is being taught, which is part of negative volition to doctrine.



c.  We reject other doctrines, which are part of the whole picture that would make another subject clearer.



d.  God chooses not to reveal everything that He could reveal.  For example: what happened to the deity of Christ while He was bearing our sins.


10.  Therefore God rejects empiricism or rationalism as systems of thinking by which man has a relationship with God.  Both are based on human merit and ability.  But God’s plan, especially in the Church Age is based on grace.



a.  Faith is a grace system of thinking, because it depends on the merit, ability, talent, value of the object in which we believe.



b.  In grace God the Holy Spirit provides the teaching, the ability, the power, and the motivation to learn more doctrine.




(1)  Each time you learn doctrine, God the Holy Spirit uses that doctrine as the stimulus to learn more doctrine.  When we decide to ignore doctrine, we are ignoring the motivation of God the Holy Spirit.




(2)  Do not confuse the encouragement by God the Holy Spirit to learn doctrine with coercion by God.  God the Father encourages us to believe in Christ, but does not coerce us to believe in Him.  In the same respect God the Holy Spirit encourages/motivates us to learn doctrine, but does not coerce us to learn doctrine.



c.  In grace God provides the classroom of the local church, the completed canon of Scripture, the prepared Pastor, the transportation to get you to Bible class, the good health, everything necessary to learn doctrine.  This is called logistical grace.



d.  In grace God provides everything necessary to keep you alive in the devil’s world, so that you can: learn doctrine, grow in grace, come to the point of personal love for God, pass all the momentum testing to see if you really believe the doctrine you have learned, and thereby glorify God.  There is no other purpose for you to remain alive after salvation.


11.  Because God’s system of thinking and learning doctrine is based upon grace, this system is called the Grace Apparatus for Perception, or GAP.  The function of GAP is learning, metabolizing, and applying doctrine to your life.
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