1 Corinthians 1:17


The Purpose of Paul’s Ministry


- is the postpositive explanatory particle GAR, meaning “For; you see.”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, which is the name our Lord used to describe His mission during the First Advent, “Christ.”
- is the negative adverb of emphatic negation.  It says, “No!” and then slams the door shut.  If the negative MĒ had been used, then the person is saying, “No, I don’t think so,” but leaves the door open just in case he wants to change his mind.

- is the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to send.”  We studied the noun which is derived from this verb in verse one APOSTOLOS, an apostle, i.e., a person who is commissioned to go somewhere and do something on behalf of another.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Christ did not produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

- is the accusative direct object of the first person masculine singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “me.”
- is the present active infinitive of the verb BAPTIZW, meaning “to baptize.”

The static or gnomic present tense is used to present a condition which is assumed as perpetually existing, or to be ever taken for granted as a fact.


The active voice says that Paul produces the action not being sent to baptize.


The infinitive of purpose explains the aim of the action denoted by the finite verb (Here the finite verb is “to send.”)  The purpose of the action of sending is not to baptize.

- is the objective negative OUK, meaning “not” with the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun SOPHIA and the descriptive genitive of the masculine singular noun LOGOS.  SOPHIA means “wisdom, cleverness.”  SOPHIAI LOGOU means “the wisdom of speech,” and should not be confused with LOGOS SOPHIAS, “the word of wisdom,” of 1 Cor 12:8, which is a spiritual gift.

- is the strongest word in the Greek to show a contrast, meaning “but.”  If Paul had wanted to show a mild contrast, he would have used DE, or KAI.  But he didn’t want a mild contrast.

- is the present middle infinitive of the verb EUAGGELIZOMAI.  EU is an adverb meaning well, good, happily, rightly.  AGGELIZW is the verb meaning to bear a message, to make a proclamation, to announce, to proclaim, to report.  OMAI is the ending for the middle infinitive.  ESTHAI is the ending for the present middle infinitive.  The word means “to proclaim good news, to bring a good message.”

The retroactive progressive present is used for an action begun in the past and continuing into the present.  Paul has proclaimed the gospel in the past and continues to do so in the present.


The indirect middle lays stress upon the agent, Paul, as producing the action.  This signifies that the action is closely related to the subject.

The infinitive of purpose states the purpose why Christ sent Paul. 

- is the conjunction most often used to introduce a purpose clause.  It is translated “in order that.”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun STAUROS, meaning “the Cross.”  The cross could either be shaped like “t” or like “T.”
 - is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article plus the proper noun CHRISTOS, “of Christ,” which is our Lord’s title of the First Advent that emphasizes His mission: “to bear our sins in His own body on the wood.”
- is the subjective negative MĒ, which is used for all moods except the indicative mood, meaning “not.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive of the verb KENOW, meaning “might not be rendered void.”

The gnomic aorist refers to a generally accepted fact or truth that is regarded as so fixed in its certainty or axiomatic in its character that it is described by the aorist, as though it were an actual occurrence.  It is an axiomatic fact that Paul did not preach in cleverness of speech so as to make the gospel void.


The passive voice indicates that the cross of Christ, the gospel, receives the action of the verb.


The potential subjunctive is used with HINA to denote a final purpose clause.

1 Cor 1:17 corrected translation
“For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to proclaim the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, in order that the cross of Christ might not be rendered void.”
Explanation:

1.  In the early church prior to the completion of the Canon of Scripture, water baptism was a legitimate way of illustrating the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

2.  Water is used three times in the New Testament for identification.


a.  When John the Baptist practiced it, the water represented the kingdom of God in the person of Jesus Christ.  After they believed in the imminent coming of the Messiah, they were put under the water, being identified with Christ’s kingdom.  When they were lifted up out of the water into the air, it represented their eternal life in the kingdom of God.


b.  When Jesus was baptized, the water represented God’s plan for the hypostatic union.  So under the water, Jesus was identified with the purpose for the hypostatic union.  Coming up out of the water was a picture of resurrection, meaning that the purpose of the hypostatic union would be extended to the resurrected humanity of Christ.


c.  To teach the baptism of the Holy Spirit to believers in the first century of the Church Age, water represented retroactive positional truth; i.e., that when anyone believes in Christ he is identified with Christ in His deaths.  This symbolically represents rejection of human good.  Coming up out of the water was a picture of current positional truth, i.e., being identified with Christ now at the right hand of the Father.

3.  So water baptism was a ritual.  All ritual is designed for teaching and application.  The only ritual for us today is the communion service, designed for us to remember the person and work of Christ on the cross.

4.  Water baptism was divisive among believers even during the pre-Canon period of the Church Age, 30-96 A.D.

5.  With the completion of the Canon, it is totally unnecessary to teach the baptism of the Holy Spirit by the ritual of water baptism.  Yet water baptism today is misused for salvation, spirituality, and to attempt to establish arrogant, spiritual superiority.

6.  So Paul made it very clear in this verse that his ministry was not a ministry of baptism.

The negative purpose of Paul’s ministry.

“For you see, Christ did not send me to baptize.”
1.  Paul begins with an explanation that his purpose as the greatest apostle of the Church, or any apostle for that matter, is not to baptize believers.

2.  Paul wants to stress the reason, purpose, and function of our Lord during His first advent in order to compare and place emphasis on his own reason, purpose, and function as an apostle.


a.  Christ was commissioned by God the Father to perform a certain mission, and sent for a specific purpose during the First Advent.  Christ did not baptize anyone, showing that it was not an issue, only a teaching aid.  Christ’s purpose in coming was to bear sin.


b.  Paul was commissioned by God the Son to perform a certain mission, and sent for a specific purpose during the pre-Canon period of the Church age.  Paul’s function, mission, and purpose were not to baptize, but to teach doctrine.


c.  This subtle comparison is why Paul chose to use the name “Christ,” which indicates the purpose of the Lord during the First Advent, rather than either of the other two names or any combination thereof.

3.  APOSTELLW.


a.  The significance of this word is that the apostle was commissioned by God the Son to go somewhere and to do something on behalf of Christ.


b.  Paul was commissioned at the moment of salvation.  At that moment God the Son personally gave him the spiritual gift of apostleship.


c.  Paul was commissioned by God the Son to go specifically to the Gentiles.  Every time he went to the Jews he was rejected by the Jews, yet next to our Lord, he was the greatest Jew who ever lived.


d.  Paul was commissioned by God the Son to do something on behalf of Christ, that is, to proclaim the gospel as a missionary, to teach believers as a pastor-teacher, and to write part of the canon of Scripture.


e.  The culminative aorist tense regards the sending of Paul by our Lord in its entirety, but regards the sending from its results: Paul’s purpose in the ministry is not to baptize.  The same is equally true for every man with the gift of pastor-teacher.  His purpose is not to baptize, but to study and teach the word of God.  In the same respect the believer’s purpose in the Church Age is not to be baptized, but to grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

4.  BAPTIZW.


a.  Paul was never sent to baptize.  At no point in his ministry was he suppose to baptize, and then gradually stop baptizing.  There never was a time in Paul’s ministry when baptism was essential.


b.  This is why the baptisms referred to in the previous verses were teaching aids, illustrations, and not essential to these believer’s salvation, nor to Paul’s purpose as an apostle.


c.  If the greatest believer in history considered baptism to be non-essential to his ministry and purpose as a Christian, then how come so many believers make such an issue out of whether or not they have been baptized?  Arrogance!  They want to look down their self-righteous nose at someone.  So they pick on those who have not been baptized, and say, “Brother, you can’t go to heaven, if you haven’t been baptized.  You can’t really be saved.”

d.  Anyone who adds anything to faith in Christ for salvation (such as being baptized) is a legalist, an evangelist for Satan without even knowing it, and a total enemy of God.  Water baptism is unnecessary to be saved, and unnecessary to live the Christian way of life.


e.  Water baptism never was, has never been, and will never be, anything more than an illustration for the baptism of God the Holy Spirit at salvation.  Note, I did not say that water baptism is the means by which we are baptized by the Holy Spirit, which is another heresy.

The positive purpose of Paul’s ministry

“but to proclaim the gospel,” 

1.  The Greek word ALLA meaning “but” is the strongest word in the Greek to show a contrast.  If Paul had wanted to show a mild contrast, he would have used DE, or KAI.  But he didn’t want a mild contrast.


a.  He has just slammed his fist on the pulpit and glared at the Corinthians to wake them up.  He is about to tell them something so important, it makes their quarreling insignificant in comparison.


b.  Paul has temporarily concluded chewing them out about their disunity in the church.  Now he is going to get their eyes off themselves and back on the reason why they have been left alive by God after salvation.


c.  Paul is finished with baptism as his illustration of a non-essential.  Now he is going to make his point by stating what is absolutely essential in the Christian life.


d.  There are only two essentials in life:



(1)  For the unbeliever the only essential is faith in Christ.



(2)  For the believer the only essential is learning and applying doctrine.

e.  If you fail in the first essential you are miserable throughout life, and never know it.  And then you are miserable beyond description for all eternity.


f.  If you fail in the second essential you are miserable throughout life, and God guarantees you’ll know it.  But God also guarantees that you will not be miserable in eternity.

2.  In this phrase Paul is emphasizing that while the Corinthians are busy arguing among themselves, Paul is going about his business proclaiming the gospel and teaching doctrine.

3.  Principle:  You don’t have enough time in life to get involved in disputes, quarrels, factions, or disunity.  As a believer you have all you can handle just learning and applying doctrine.

4.  Paul was sent to unbelievers to proclaim the gospel.  And he was sent to believers to teach the gospel, i.e., the whole realm of doctrine.

“not in cleverness of speech,” 

1.  The phrase can be translated several ways: “Not in the wisdom of speaking; not in the wisdom of rhetoric; not in the wisdom of professional public speaking; not in cleverness of speech.”
2.  The point is that Paul did not proclaim the gospel like the professional public speakers, the politicians, the Sophists, the philosophers, the wise men of Athens who had rejected him.  The professional public speakers sought the applause of the ordinary Greek audience.  To these men, it did not matter what you said, but how you said it.  To Paul it did not matter how he said it, but what he said!
3.  The Corinthians who first heard Paul and accepted the gospel were not taken in by his public speaking ability, but by the power of truth, the truth of the Word of God.


a.  Truth is irresistible.


b.  The only defense man has against truth is to tell lies to himself and then divorce himself from reality and believe the lie.  This is what happened to Satan, and is true of all unbelievers.


c.  Example:  Unbelievers will cling desperately to a myth such as evolution to keep from believing that God the Son created the heavens and earth.

4.  As demonstrated by his fantastic logical arguments elsewhere in his letters (Rom 1-8), Paul had the ability to be the greatest orator in the ancient world.  But he chose not to be, in order that the gospel might be clear and unmistakable to those who heard him speak.  The pastor’s job is not to confuse people, but to make the Word of God clear, understandable, and meaningful.

5.  Paul’s enemies accused him of being a terrible public speaker, 2 Cor 10:10, “For they say, ‘His letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence is unimpressive, and his speech contemptible.’”
6.  Paul’s own commentary on his public speaking is found in 1 Cor 2:1-4, “And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, communicating to you the testimony of God.  Both my doctrine and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in the demonstration of the Spirit and of power.”
7.  The Greek culture judged a person by how well or poorly they could speak in public.  Good public speaking was the sign of a well organized mind; and a well organized mind was one half of the perfect man as far as the Greeks were concerned.  The other half was a perfect body.  The ideal Greek man was a man who was in excellent physical condition, who could think logically, and could express such thinking in eloquent speech.


a.  But what is God’s standard?  


b.  Ladies, what is your standard for the selection of a man?

8.  It is Paul’s message that counts, not how the sermon is delivered.  Compare this with the TV evangelists.  They are all show and no substance.  As the old saying goes, “Some ministers are so heavenly minded, they are no earthly good.”
“in order that the cross of Christ might not be rendered void.”
1.  “In order that” is used here to explain why Paul did not speak as a professional orator, for which he was being criticized by some of his antagonists in the Corinthian church.

2.  The phrase “the Cross of Christ” is a reference for the entire Person and Work of our Lord while bearing our sins.  Here it is a synonym for the entire gospel message.

3.  KENOW has two meanings:


a.  “To empty.”  In the passive voice it means “to be emptied.”

b.  “To destroy; to render void, to render of no effect.”  This is the meaning of the word in our passage.


c.  If the gospel is presented based on human eloquence and ability, then it is presented based on human works.  And this negates and voids the power of the gospel.


d.  The power of the gospel is in the message of eternal life that it brings, not in the manner in which the message is proclaimed.


e.  Any human works added to faith in Christ void that faith, and causes the person not to be saved.  Only faith in Christ by itself, with no dependence on any human works allows God the Holy Spirit to make that faith effective for salvation.


f.  In the same manner, any man who depends on his public speaking ability to provide the power to make men believe in Christ has robbed the gospel of its power.  God the Holy Spirit can only work in the atmosphere of grace.  When man introduces works, then he is depending on his own ability and power.


g.  When a man depends on his public speaking ability, then he is arrogant.  Because he is arrogant, it is inevitable that he will confuse the issue of the gospel.  Under these circumstances the only chance God the Holy Spirit has to make the issue clear is if the arrogant speaker quotes the proper verses of Scripture.  Then the issue is not the manner of speech, but the message of God.


h.  Example:  a TV evangelist with an emotional appeal is depending on his emotional appeal to make people want to believe.  Yet he muddies up the waters by his emotion, so that the hearer thinks he must feel sorry for his sins in order to be saved.  Thus in the end, the hearer really isn’t saved at all.  Example: a Greek orator would say anything to win the debate, even if it was untrue.  All that mattered was how you said what you said.


i.  Paul’s gospel presentation was simple, clear, understandable, uncomplicated, and dependent upon the power of God the Holy Spirit.  This is how the doctrine of the Word of God must be taught, and how you should evangelize others.
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