1 Corinthians 1:15



 - is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a final purpose clause, and is translated “in order that.”
- is the negative adverb MĒ, used with the subjunctive mood.  It means “no, not.”
- is the nominative subject from the enclitic indefinite pronoun TIS meaning “anyone, anything; someone, something.”  An enclitic is a word that goes so closely with the preceding word as to have normally no accent of its own.  If TIS had an accent, then it would be an entirely different word, the interrogative pronoun, “who, which, what?”
- is the third person singular aorist active subjunctive of the verb EIPON.  (This is used as a second aorist of the verb LEGW.)  It means “to say, to speak, to answer, or to tell.”

The gnomic aorist is used for a generally accepted fact or truth so fixed in certainty or axiomatic in its character that it is described by the aorist as though it were an actual occurrence; that is, a fact that no one can accuse Paul of baptizing in his own name.


The active voice indicates that no one who knows Paul and his ministry is able to produce this action, namely, claiming that he baptizes in order to identify someone with him personally.


The subjunctive of emphatic negation is used when special stress is placed upon a negative proposition.  Paul emphatically denies the possibility of anyone identifying with him as the source of their salvation or relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

- is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, which explains the content of what cannot be said regarding the apostle.  It is translated “that.”
- is the preposition EIS, meaning “in, or into” plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular noun ONOMA, meaning “name, or person;” and the accusative masculine singular from the first person adjective EMOS, meaning “my.”  The entire phrase is translated “into my name.”
 - is the second person plural aorist passive indicative verb BAPTIZW, meaning “you were baptized.”

The culminative aorist views in its entirety the apostle Paul’s ministry, but regards it from the existing results: that Paul never baptized anyone in his name.


The passive voice indicates that the Corinthian believers received the action of the verb, never having been baptized into the name of Paul.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a statement of fact.

1 Cor 1:15 corrected translation
“in order that no one may say that you were baptized into my name.”
Explanation:

1.  In verse 12 the apostle stated the problem, that there are divisions, factions, discord, and strife in the local church.

2.  In verse 13 Paul states the principle of doctrine that Christ is not divided.  There is not a human person of Jesus and a divine person of Christ; there is only one person, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is both perfect humanity, and undiminished deity, inseparably united in one person forever.

3.  In verse 13 Paul states the obvious fact that he was not the one who was nailed to the cross and died for the sins of the Corinthians.

4.  In verse 13 Paul asks the rhetorical question whether or not it was into the name of Paul that the Corinthians were baptized.  In other words are the Corinthians in union with Paul?  Are they identified with Paul?  Of course they aren’t.  The Corinthians know perfectly well that they are in union with Christ, and that this is the result of the baptism of the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation.

5.  In verse 14 we have a bit of sanctified sarcasm.  The apostle gives thanks that he didn’t baptize anyone in the Corinthian church except a couple of their leaders in order to demonstrate and teach the doctrine through the use of the temporary ritual of water baptism.


a.  The only reason Paul ever used water baptism was to teach the principle of doctrine that at the moment of salvation the believer is identified with the person of Christ in His death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and session, through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit, called the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

b.  Water baptism was one of only two rituals authorized for the Church Age.  The Eucharist or the Lord’s supper is the ritual reminder of the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ on our behalf on the cross.  Water baptism is the ritual to teach us the fact that we are identified with the person of our Lord forever as the Victor of the angelic conflict.


c.  Water baptism was legitimately used as a training aid, or teaching aid until the canon of Scripture was written and circulated.  The Eucharist continues throughout the Church Age as the memorial to the greatest sacrifice ever made in history; the only sacrifice that God cares about.

6.  In verse 15 Paul gives the reason why he only baptized two men in the Corinthian church: so that no one could accuse him of creating a faction in the Corinthian church.


a.  If Paul had baptized a lot of people in the church, knowing that in a few months he might have to leave to proclaim the gospel elsewhere, then those who were baptized by him might use this as a opportunity to exalt themselves above others in the congregation who came later and were not baptized by Paul.


b.  Thus we see that Paul refused to make an issue out of himself.  No pastor ever has the right to make an issue out of himself.  This is the problem with many pastors and TV evangelists; they are making an issue out of themselves, rather than making an issue out of the gospel and the Word of God.

7.  How does a believer make an issue out of himself?


a.  The easiest and most common way is through arrogance.  Arrogance always seeks to be the center of attention, always thinks it is right no matter what anyone else says, and always seeks to get its own way.  People who seek attention, always think they are right, and always want their own way are arrogant, and are making an issue out of themselves.


b.  The next most common way to make an issue out of yourself is through lust.  You want, you desire, you demand, you crave for things to the exclusion of everyone else.  The end justifies the means.  As long as you get what you want, then everything is fine.  But as soon as you don’t get what you want, or things don’t go your way, then you become angry, bitter, hateful, have revenge motivation.  You have just made an issue out of yourself.

The Categories of Lust
A.  Introduction.


1.  There are many categories of lust, all of which relate to the old sin nature.


2.  When it comes to lust, all members of the human race are swimming in the same gene pool.  None of us are free from lust.  If you are human, whether normal or abnormal, you have lust problems.


3.  Because of the different categories of lusts, all believers do not function under the same category.


4.  Your category of lust is directly related to both the areas of weakness and the areas of strength in your old sin nature.


5.  All of us possess an old sin nature in the cell structure of our bodies.  Therefore, all of us as humans have areas of strength and weakness.  Our areas of strength are very deceiving, and we often build a false self-esteem on our areas of strength.  Our area of weakness is obvious to us and to others.


6.  This means that one person’s weakness is another person’s strength, which is the basis for our arrogance, self-justification, and rationalization about inferiority and superiority.  To go through life trying to prove others inferior and yourself superior is the worst thing you could do to yourself.  Most people go through life trying to compensate for inferior feelings.  They inevitably destroy themselves through their area of weakness or their area of strength.

B.  The lust pattern of the old sin nature includes at least six categories:


1.  POWER LUST.  This is the worst of all, for almost all other lusts are related to power lust, especially if you have any inferiority problems.



a.  Power lust is the most devastating force for evil in human history.



b.  It doesn’t require leadership ability or a prominent position to have power lust.  You can be at the lowest echelon, rejected by all, and have a strong power lust.



c.  Power lust is one of our greatest enemies.  It comes in dozens of different packages and in all flavors.


2.  APPROBATION LUST is one of the extensions of power lust.  It is separated as a category because some people want approbation without power.  A beautiful woman may not desire power at all, but she certainly wants someone to tell her she’s beautiful.


3.  STIMULATION LUST has many facets.  In stimulation lust we cater to the nerve centers and the functions of our body in the name of pleasure.



a.  Sexual lust, or lasciviousness.



b.  Drunkenness.



c.  Drug addiction.



d.  Mental stimulation or intellectual arrogance.


4.  KILLER LUST is the problem solving device of the weak.



a.  Inferior people trying to prove they are superior often resort to violence, torture, murder.  (Legitimate killing - military function, police, capital punishment - is not the same as murder.)



b.  Murder often occurs within one’s own family, as with Cain.  How can this occur in families?  Once this lust comes, it does not discriminate between family, friends, or enemies.



c.  Some people live to kill, love to kill, lust to kill.


5.  ANGER LUST or CRUELTY.  Anger does not always but definitely can bring out a cruel streak.



a.  Some people are genetically mean and naturally cruel.



b.  Some people hide it well and some do not.



c.  Anger lust is the evil desire to hurt others, e.g., the object of one’s love, the object of one’s hatred, or anyone who causes you a problem.



d.  Some people cannot stand opposition, and when anyone opposes them, whether it is a loved one or an enemy or someone at work, cruelty lust surfaces.



e.  Some people by nature are kind; some people by nature are cruel.  It starts as a genetic factor.  However, both can also be developed, and both can also be overcome by both believers and unbelievers.



f.  Variations in cruelty lust depend upon the trends of the old sin nature.


6.  MONEY LUST, which the Scripture calls the “roots of all kinds of evil.”  It expresses itself in all the categories of evil.



a.  There is nothing wrong with having and acquiring money - that is not evil or sinful, as communist propaganda says.  Marxism says people have no right to wealth; it belongs to the state.



b.  The USA was founded not only by Anglo-Saxon culture but also by the Protestant work ethic, which went so far as to say that people who were wealthy were blessed by God or even spiritual.  Marxism takes the opposite view.  Between the two is the truth.



c.  God does bless some people with money; God blesses other people in other ways.  We must distinguish between the blessing of God in monetary success and the acquiring of money apart from any divine blessing.



d.  One index to the soul of every person can be read loud and clear by his attitude toward money.  This doesn’t mean that a person who saves is stingy, nor that a big-time spender is necessarily generous.  But one’s attitude toward money very clearly shows one’s overall philosophy of life and/or one’s spiritual condition or lack of spiritual life.  1 Tim 6:10, “For the love for money is the root of all kinds of evil, and some by lusting for it have wandered away from Doctrine and stabbed themselves with many griefs (heartaches).”


e.  Love for money can distract people from Bible doctrine.  Heb 13:5, “Let your life be free from the love for money, and be content (+H) with what you have.  For He has said, ‘I will never leave you nor will I ever forsake you.’”

c.  The third way a believer makes an issue out of himself is through human good.



(1)  Human good is man by mans works seeking the approbation of God.



(2)  Human good is man trying to white wash the devil’s world.  Example: all crusaders, most ecologists, and most politicians.



(3)  Human good always thinks, “If I can just do such and such, it will make a difference in the world.”  The key word here is “I.”  You can’t change Satan’s kingdom by anything you do.  Only God can change Satan’s kingdom by what He does.


d.  The forth way to make an issue out of yourself is through evil.



(1)  Evil is the policy of Satan as the ruler of this world.



(2)  Evil is Satan’s method of operation (modus operandi) since his fall.



(3)  Satan tries to produce a system of human good in mankind and society that will bring in a false millennium.  The use of human good by Satan to gain power and control mankind produces evil.



(4)  But Satan is unable to administer all that he has undertaken.  As a result of his failure, Satan turns to using sin.  The use of sin to gain power and control mankind produces evil in the world.  Because Satan cannot restrain sin, he mixes human good and sin together to produce evil.



(5)  Human good is the motivation of evil.  Sin is the function of evil.  Therefore, evil is Satan’s system by which he administers the rulership of this world.



(6)  All evil has two sources:




(a)  Sin and erroneous thinking, 




(b)  Human good and erroneous thinking.



(7)  Where the sin of self-righteous arrogance plus human good (which is always very sincere) combine, there is a saturation of evil in a nation.



(8)  If Satan as the ruler of this world is not capable of ruling the world he controls, then no man can do it either.  Man cannot solve his problems by human solutions.  All solutions to the problems of life depend on the provision and grace of God.



(9)  Evil is the function and motivation of the believer or unbeliever who is consistently out of fellowship, in moral or immoral degeneracy, in reversionism, and lives in Satan’s system.



(10)  Evil is the adverse trend of society.  It is the destruction of society, the malfunction of society, the rejection and removal of legitimate authority and its function under the laws of divine establishment.



(11)  Just as grace and doctrine represent the genius of God in relationship to the human race, so evil represents the genius of Satan in relationship to the human race.  The soul is the battleground between doctrine and evil.  What you think is more important than you realize!



(12)  There are two ways of thinking:




(a)  Divine viewpoint: doctrine, which glorifies Jesus Christ.




(b)  Human viewpoint: evil, which dishonors Jesus Christ.  So the issue is thought versus thought.



(13)  Sin and evil are not the same thing.  Recovery from sin is instantaneous (by rebound), but recovery from evil takes a long time (the daily intake of doctrine).



(14)  Evil is the human good solution to problems of life, which attempts to solve the problems of life apart from doctrine, apart from grace and apart from the laws of divine establishment.



(15)  Evil is often a distortion of doctrine or establishment principles.  Satan’s original sin was a distortion of Doctrine.  Evil distorts law and order, and substitutes evil (as in crime).



(16)  Evil comes in many forms: altruistic humanitarianism, philanthropy, religion, legalism, reversionism, socialism, political internationalism, government interference, distortion of the law, bribing in government, cutting down the military, gun legislation, sociology, many welfare programs, the United Nations, the misconception of “brotherly love.”  The whole idea of our government trying to abolish sickness, mental illness, economic problems, frustrations, and human problems by legislation and human solutions is evil.  The world’s problems can never be solved apart from Bible Doctrine and the laws of divine establishment.



(17)  Evil also includes social action, the social gospel, restriction of human freedom for the greater good, and the distortion of law to solve social and economic problems; i.e., the interference of government in business and free enterprise, setting restrictive regulations, government quotas, catering to minorities.  In one way or another each of these violates freedom, privacy, and the protection of private property.



(18)  However, the greatest of all evils is religion; legalism and apostasy are the greatest manifestations of evil.



(19)  God only ordained and authorized one institution for the teaching of doctrine: the local church.  There is no authority over believers in the spiritual realm apart from the pastor-teacher.  This means that all denominations are evil.



(20)  The worst thing that can happen to a believer is to come under the influence of evil.  The recovery from evil is lengthy and very painful.  Evil is what you think as an apostate, reversionistic, cosmic believer.  Evil is every deviation from Bible Doctrine and the laws of divine establishment.

Conclusion


Paul was not about to get involved in evil, human good, lust, or arrogance.  Therefore he didn’t use baptism as a means to build his own little kingdom.  Paul is not the source of the divisions in the Corinthian church.  Pastors are not to be the source of divisions in a local church; they are the source of doctrinal teaching for the instruction and spiritual growth of the Body of Christ.
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