1 Corinthians 1:14


- is the first person singular present active indicative of the verb EUCHARISTEW, which means “I give thanks.”

The pictorial present presents to the mind a picture of what the apostle was doing at the very moment he wrote these words.  It describes an action now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of the verb.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a dogmatic statement of fact.
- is found in some manuscripts after the 5th century AD.  The copyist added these words “to God” because of their familiar occurrence in verse four, and to clarify the meaning of the verse.  They are certainly implied by the context, but are not in the original and add nothing to the understanding of the passage.  Therefore they should not be considered as part of the Canon.

- is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, and means “that.”  Epexegetical means that it introduces an explanatory or objective clause.  An objective clause is a clause that gives us the object toward which the action of the verb is directed.  Here it introduces that for which Paul is thankful, that is, that he never baptized any one in Corinth, except a few individuals.

- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular negative adverb OUDEIS.  OUDEIS is a combination of two words:  the negative OU, meaning “no, not;” and the numeral HEIS, meaning “one.”  The word means “no one, none, not any.”
- is the partitive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “of you.”
- is the first person singular aorist active indicative of the verb BAPTIZW, “to identify with, to baptize.”  Here it is used in its first century AD idea of immersing someone in water as the ritual that taught the doctrine of the baptism of the Holy Spirit; “I baptized.”

The constative aorist indicates the entirety of the action of the verb looked at as a whole without any reference to time.


The active voice indicates that the apostle Paul produces the action.


The declarative indicative is used for a dogmatic statement of fact.

- is the combination of two words in Greek EI and MĒ, which literally mean “if not,” but idiomatically this came to mean “except.”
- is the accusative direct object of two masculine singular proper names “Crispus and Gaius” connected by the conjunction KAI  (= and).
1 Cor 1:14
“I give thanks that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,”
Explanation:
1.  Crispus was the leader of the synagogue in Corinth prior to his conversion, Acts 18:8.  The name “Crispus” is a Greek cognomen, i.e., the third name.  For example, in the name Gaius Julius Caesar, Caesar is the cognomen.  Nomen is the middle name, the name of the clan, “Julius.”  The first name is called the praenomen.

2.  Because Crispus was the leader of the Jewish local church, he was probably a Jew by race, though a Greek national.  This is no different than Paul who was a Roman citizen, yet a Jew by race.  No Greek would have ever been allowed to be the leader of the synagogue.

3.  Crispus is only mentioned these two times in Scripture.

4.  Note in Acts 18:8 that Crispus was the leader of the synagogue, and he believed in Christ.  Then Sosthenes became leader of the synagogue, Acts 18:17 (“And they all took hold of Sosthenes, the leader of the synagogue, and began beating him in front of the judgment seat.), and he too believed in Christ, 1 Cor 1:1.  No wonder the Jews hated Paul; every time they made someone the leader of the synagogue, Paul converted them to Christianity.

5.  Gaius is the praenomen of the man in whose house the Corinthian church probably met, Rom 16:23a, “Gaius, my host and [the host] of the entire church, greets you.”  It is also possible that this is the same Gaius to whom 3 John is addressed, since that epistle also refers to his hospitality, “The elder, to my dear Gaius, whom I truly love unconditionally.”  So by the comparison of Rom 16:23a with Acts 18:7 and 1 Cor 1:14 it is possible that Gaius is also the same man named Titius Justus in Acts 18:7 (“Then he [Paul] left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God, whose house was next to the synagogue.”), his full name being Gaius Titius Justus.  Gaius was probably a Greek Gentile.
6.  Paul’s tone here is unmistakably against the concept of water baptism.  Why?  Water baptism was a ritual instituted only during the pre-canon period of the Church Age to teach by illustration the concept of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

7.  When a believer went under the water, he was identified with Christ in His death and burial.   This is the concept of retroactive positional truth.  When a believer came up out of the water, he was identified with Christ in His resurrection, ascension, and session.  This is the concept of current positional truth.

8.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit actually identifies the believer with Christ in His death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and session.  This is a real identification; we are really in union with Christ seated at the right hand of God the Father.

9.  Water baptism was used by the apostles in the early church to teach this principle until the canon of Scripture could be written.  Once the Word of God clearly stated the doctrine, there was no longer any need for the ritual.

10.  Just as there was no need to continue the animal sacrifices in the temple once Jesus Christ had made the one unique sacrifice for sin, so there was no need for water baptism to teach the doctrine of union with Christ once the canon was written and circulated.

11.  Some would raise the argument that since it was instituted by the Lord it should continue throughout the Church Age.  Yet the spiritual gift of apostleship was instituted by the Lord, and it was not perpetuated throughout the Church Age.

12.  So Paul makes the statement here that he is glad he only baptized a few believers.  Again why?


a.  Water baptism is Paul’s illustration of believers taking a non-essential issue and using it to divide believers.


b.  Believers often will take something that is not an issue in the Christian life, and make it an issue to cause factions and divisions among various groups of believers.


c.  Examples:  How you were saved: if you didn’t have an emotional experience you weren’t really saved.  How you grow spiritually:  if you don’t have face-to-face teaching you can’t grow spiritually.  Or, if you are going to the video group instead of the audio group you can’t grow spiritually.

13.  It wasn’t a problem for Paul that he had baptized Crispus and Gaius.  It was necessary at the time to teach an important doctrine.  The only thing that mattered to them was continuing to grow spiritually, not how, when, where, or who baptized them.  Crispus was a Jewish Christian and Gaius was a Gentile Christian.  By baptizing the two of them in front of the congregation, Paul is demonstrating the unity of Jew and Gentile in the royal family of God.  This takes away the excuse for pitting the “I am for Peter” crowd against the “I am for Apollos” crowd.
14.  In effect Paul is saying, “I’m glad none of you can use being baptized by me or not being baptized by me as an excuse for causing a division in the church.  I didn’t baptize anyone, so don’t use my name as an excuse for your divisions.”
15.  Since historically Christ and Peter didn’t baptize anyone in Corinth, and since we have no record of Apollos ever baptizing anyone, the implication here is that these factions have no right to use their names either as a front for discord in the church.

16.  Application: anytime you hear anyone saying, “Well I like so and so better as a pastor,” or “I think so and so is a better teacher of doctrine,” or you hear anyone comparing one pastor with another, that person is ARROGANT!  Why?  Because they are blaspheming the wisdom, integrity, and sovereignty of God, who made the decision to make that person a pastor, prepared that person for the ministry, and gave them their particular function in the body of Christ, no matter how great or how small.  Who are you to compare any pastor with another pastor?

17.  Every pastor has important things to teach, and God has given great things to every pastor to teach.  Truth is truth regardless of who is teaching it; the only issue for you is determining who your right pastor is and sticking with him.  If God provides other sources of truth that do not conflict with your right-pastor, then that’s just icing on the cake.  And if you’re too stubborn to figure out that God can use more than one person to teach you doctrine, then you’ve got a lot of growing up to do spiritually.

18.  Let’s take some Biblical examples:


(1)  The following men were all prophets of Israel at the same time (circa 600 BC):  Nahum, Zephaniah, Jeremiah, Habakkuk, Daniel, and Ezekiel; also Isaiah, Micah and Hosea; Amos, and Jonah; Haggai and Zechariah.

(2)  And in the Church Age: Peter, James, John, Matthew, Andrew, the rest of the disciples; Paul, Barnabus, Titus, Timothy, James, etc.

19.  Summery.  Water baptism is a non-issue in the Church Age.  You don’t have to be baptized to be saved.  If you have or have not been baptized makes no difference.  If you have personally believed in Christ for salvation, then you have been baptized, baptized by God the Holy Spirit, which is far more significant than water baptism.
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