1 Corinthians 1:11



- is the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, used to introduce an explanation, meaning “For.”
- is the third person singular aorist passive indicative of the verb DĒLOW.  The verb means “to reveal, to make clear, to show something to someone, to notify, to report, to give information to someone.”  The third person singular is impersonal and translated, “it was reported.”

The constative aorist gathers the action of the verb into a single whole and looks at it without reference to time.  Paul looks at the report about Corinth in its entirety.


The passive voice indicates that the report concerning the Corinthian church receives the action: it was told to Paul.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a statement of fact.

- is the dative of indirect object from the personal pronoun EGW, “to me.”
- is the preposition PERI plus the genitive of relationship of the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “concerning you” or “about you.”
- is the nominative used as a vocative from the masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren” plus the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my.”
- when the original agent, which produces the action signified in the passive voice of the verb, is expressed, the regular construction is HUPO with the ablative.  This is exactly what we have here.  HUPO plus the ablative of source from the masculine plural article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, and the genitive of relationship of the feminine singular proper noun CHLOĒS, translated “by those of Chloe.”
- is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI.  Epexegetical means this word will introduce in the following words the explanation of what was just said.  It is translated “that.”
- is the predicate nominative of the feminine plural noun ERIS, meaning “divisions, discords, strife, or quarrels.”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere/place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you.”
 - is the third person plural present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “there are.”

This is a descriptive or pictorial present, which describes the action of the verb as what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers produce the action.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a statement of fact.

1 Cor 1:11 corrected translation
“For it was reported to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are divisions [discord/strife] among you.”
Explanation:

1.  “For it was reported to me concerning you, my brethren...”
Literally we have “For it was reported to me,” which is an idiom in the Greek that can be translated, “For I was informed.”

a.  “For” introduces how Paul came to find out about the factions and divisions among the believers in Corinth.


b.  The impersonal third person singular in the verb DELOW is significant.  The people who gave the report to Paul did so in an impersonal manner without letting their personal feelings get involved.


c.  PERI is a really interesting preposition.



(1)  The root meaning is “around.”


(2)  It is often attached to words to give the concept of “around.”  For example:  the Greek verb AGW means “to go.”  If you add PERI as a prefix, PERIAGO, means “to go around.”


(3)  As a preposition it is used with the genitive and accusative case, never with the dative/locative/instrumental case.




(a)  With the genitive it means “about” or “concerning.”



(b)  With the accusative is means “around” or “about.”


(4)  In the accusative case PERI implies position around something; whereas in the genitive case it implies general relationship, as in the statement, “He was talking about him.”


(5)  It is very rarely used to mean “on behalf of,” “with,” or “in.”

d.  “My brethren.”


(1)  Paul is about to point out another of their faults, and chew them out about it.  But before he does he wants to remind them that they are fellow-believers with him.



(2)  He is not looking down his nose at them.  He considers himself one of them.  They are his brethren, his brothers, his kinsmen in Christ, his fellow-believers, for whom he has just prayed a magnificent prayer.



(3)  As their spiritual leader, as the founder of their church, as their first pastor-teacher, and most of all, as an apostle of our Lord Jesus Christ to all the churches, Paul is well within the duties and responsibilities of his spiritual gift when he braces this local church.



(4)  But notice he does so very impersonally.  He doesn’t name any names, doesn’t point any fingers.  He tells them they are all out of line as a group.  This is very impersonal and very effective.  The military uses this technique in basic training all the time.  A soldier will screw-up, but the drill sergeant will always say, “You people....”  Paul here is being a drill sergeant.


e.  Paul gives the source of his information and it is a good one: a mature woman who only gave the facts and never gossiped or maligned anyone.  Chloe did not become involved in any of the factions.

2.  “by those of Chloe,”

a.  This is a neat little idiom referring to the people who lived in the household of Chloe.


b.  Whether these are children, kinsmen, or servants of Chloe, we do not know.  And Paul demonstrates a principle of critical importance: the privacy of the priesthood.



(1)  Every member of the royal family has a right to their privacy.



(2)  We have no right to gossip about, malign, judge, and slander, run down, or badmouth any other member of the royal family of God.



(3)  In the case before us, members of the household of Chloe came and told Paul that there were divisions and factions among the believers in Corinth.




(a)  Were these believers slandering or maligning?  No!  Were they out-of-line?  No!  Why?  Because they didn’t name any of the wrong-doers by name, just by general category.




(b)  The divisions and factions were preventing positive believers from learning doctrine.  And this was the message delivered to Paul.  In effect Paul was told, “The divisions among believers are causing so much trouble, that no one is listening to doctrine being taught, and this is preventing some of us from learning doctrine.”

c.  Who was Chloe?  Since she alone is mentioned, and there is no reference to her husband, it is a fair assumption that she is a widow.  Being a widow, we may also assume that she was not a young woman.  Therefore, her children are probably grown and no longer living with her.  If so, the people who came to Paul from the “household of Chloe” may have been servants, which would indicate that she was not living in poverty.


d.  Did Chloe live in Corinth?  Probably not.  If she did, Paul would not have mentioned her by name and put her in a difficult situation of having to face the various factions.  She may have lived in Ephesus, and been well known to the members of the Corinthian church, and/or had business dealings in Corinth on a regular basis.  No one knows, and it’s not really important, except that the Corinthians knew who she was, and that she was a credible person with honor and integrity.


e.  Whoever “those of Chloe” are, one thing is certain: they were a reliable source of information about the true conditions among the Christians in Corinth.  By revealing his source of information, Paul is letting the Corinthians know that his information is not based on hearsay or rumor.  These “people of Chloe” were well known to the Corinthian believers.

3.  “that there are divisions [discord, strife, quarrels] among you.”

a.  The word ERIS means “strife, discord, contention;” and in the plural “quarrels, divisions.”

b.  The word is found in Phil 1:15; Tit 3:9; Rom 1:29, 13:13; 1 Cor 3:3; 2 Cor 12:20; Gal 5:20; 1 Tim 6:4.



(1)  In 1 Cor 3:3 it is used with “envy;” envy being the motivation, and “strife” or “discord” being the result.  In Phil 1:15 it is used with “jealousy;” jealousy being the motivation and discord being the result.



(2)  In Tit 3:9 we are commanded to “shun foolish controversies and genealogies and discord and disputes about the Law; for they are unprofitable and worthless.”


(3)  In Rom 1:29 unregenerate mankind is said to be “full of jealousy, murder, discord (strife)...”


(4)  In Rom 13:13 we are commanded to “walk honorably as in the day,... not in discord (strife) and jealousy.”


(5)  In 2 Cor 12:20 Paul was still concerned about “discord (strife), jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, disturbances,” among the Corinthian believers.



(6)  In Gal 5:19-20 we have the unmistakable list of sins produced by the old sin nature: “Now the works from the source of the flesh (OSN) are evident, which are:...discord (strife), jealousy, tantrums, inordinate ambition, dissensions, factions....”


(7)  In 1 Tim 6:3-4 we have a perfect description of what is occurring in the Corinthian church.  “If any one teaches a different doctrine, and does not concur with sound doctrines, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, even with the doctrine pertaining to godliness, he has received arrogance, understanding nothing; furthermore, he has a morbid obsession which results in controversies and verbal conflicts, from which originate jealousy, discord (strife), abusive language, evil speculations.”  From this description it is no wonder that the Corinthian believers weren’t learning any doctrine; they were too busy arguing with each other.


c.  Webster defines strife as “exertion or contention with another; competition; contest; struggle; quarrel”  “Discord” is defined as “disagreement; lack of harmony; dissension; conflict.”  In essence this is the exact opposite of the unity of the royal family commanded by Eph 4:3-6.


d.  In verse ten the apostle said, “and that there may not be divisions among you.”  Here he says, “that there are divisions among you.”
4.  The pastor must know where his congregation is spiritually in order to teach them doctrine that will cause them to grow spiritually.  You don’t teach advanced doctrine to spiritual babies.  In the same respect, you don’t teach the basics to mature believers.

5.  This passage is not teaching that believers should run to the pastor and tell him what is wrong with other believers.  But believers do have the right to tell the pastor when other believers in the congregation are interfering with their ability to learn doctrine.

6.  All pastors are to consider the members of their congregation as fellow members of the royal family of God.  The pastor has no right to look down his nose at other members of the congregation.  Likewise, all members of the congregation are to consider the pastor as an equal member of the royal family of God.  No believer has the right to put the pastor on a pedestal.  

7.  In every generation of the Church Age there are mature believers who are unknown to others.  These believers can be called the invisible heroes of the angelic conflict.  Invisible heroes are nature believers who are consistently positive to the teaching of the Word of God.

8.  Discord, strife, conflict, divisions, factions in a local church is not only sinful, but is evil.  These things are usually the result of personality conflict.  All personality conflict is a result of sinfulness on the part of the one who is antagonistic.  Whenever you have a personality conflict with someone else in your life, it is a sign that something is wrong with your spiritual life.

9.  One of the major principles in the spiritual life is toleration!  It is your job as the royal ambassador of our Lord Jesus Christ to tolerate other believers, no matter how ridiculous and stupid you think they are.

10.  When discord or strife exists between two believers, one of two situations exists:


a.  The believer you are in conflict with is a weaker believer; in which case Rom 15:1-6 applies, “Now we who are the strong ought to bear the weaknesses of the weak, and not accommodate ourselves.  Let each one of us accommodate his neighbor because of the good (plan of God) with reference to edification.  Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus; that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

b.  The believer you are in conflict with is a mature believer who knows what he is doing, and why he is doing whatever it is that makes you antagonistic.  In this case you may be in danger of moral or self-righteous arrogance.

11.  In either case, when one believer is antagonistic toward another believer, he is antagonistic toward the righteousness of God.  For we all received the imputation of God’s very own perfect righteousness at the moment we believed in Christ.  When God looks at us, He looks at His righteousness dwelling in us.  When we look at other believers, we are commanded to do likewise.
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