1 Corinthians 1:1



 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular Roman proper name of the apostle, transliterated as “Paul.”

1.  Paul was a Roman citizen by birth.  He is writing to Greeks, and Hellenized Jews, most of whom are Roman citizens.  He wants to stress his commission to the Gentiles rather than his Jewish heritage, and does so by using his Roman name, rather than his Jewish name Saul.


2.  The name “Paul” was first used in Acts 13:9, while Paul was at the city of Paphos on Cyprus during his first missionary journey, “But Saul, who was also known as Paul...”

3.  Luke, the author of the book of Acts, through the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit, does not refer to Saul by his Roman name until he was commissioned as an apostle and sent out as a missionary to the Gentiles.

 - is the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective KLĒTOS, meaning “called or invited to something” which comes from the verb KALEW, which means “to call or name someone; to call, summon or invite someone.”

1.  It is used as a technical term by Paul for the act of God HS inviting Paul to believe in Christ and then bestowing on him the spiritual gift of apostleship.


2.  Here as in Rom 1:1 it is used of the calling to an office by someone in authority.  For example, the President “calls or invites” certain men to serve in his cabinet or on the Supreme Court.


3.  In the same manner, God the Father “calls” certain believers to serve Him as apostles, pastors, missionaries, or in some capacity that is unknown to others (i.e. as invisible heroes).


4.  The translation “called” is better rendered as “appointed” or “commissioned” to a certain position for the service of the Lord, which is synonymous with being given a spiritual gift at salvation.


5.  A man may have a certain spiritual gift like missionary or pastor-teacher, and never function under that gift, even though he was called by God at salvation to be a missionary or pastor-teacher.


6.  The call occurs at salvation, not during some emotional period in a church service.  The call occurs at salvation, but the actual function may never occur; that depends on a lot of factors including the spiritual growth of the person involved.

 - is the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular noun meaning the commander of an army or naval expedition; it is also used for an ambassador, a delegate, a messenger, an envoy.  But in the NT it is a technical term for the group of men with the particular spiritual gift called “apostles.”  It is always used to denote a man who is sent, and sent with full authority.  The one who is sent is lawfully charged to represent the person and cause of another.

 - is the ablative of source of the masculine singular proper nouns meaning “from Christ Jesus.”

1.  The ablative of source can be described thus:  “That which is named in the noun (a-(APOSTOLOS) modified by the ablative owes its existence in some way to that which is denoted in the ablative (CHRISTOU).”  In other words Paul owes his existence as an apostle to the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.


2.  In this statement Paul is subtly reminding his congregation of the source of his authority.  Paul was appointed by Jesus Christ to be one of several commander’s of the fleet of the Royal Family of God during the pre-canon period of the Church Age.


3.  Even though Paul cannot stand in front of his congregation and exercise his God-given authority as a Pastor, he can exercise his authority through the communication of the written word.  In fact, his words carry the utmost authority since they are the Word of God, the text of Scripture.


 4. This then sets the tone for the entire epistle as the communication of an apostle with the full authority of a commissioned messenger from Christ.  No man could have greater authority than this.


5.  Note that CHRISTOU is placed before IESOU to emphasize the importance of the concept of messenger here.  “Christ” is the title of the Second Person of the Trinity related to His commission from the Father to the Jews and His message of salvation to all mankind.  Thus Paul brings out the similarity of his purpose on earth by the emphasis of this word order.

 - is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of source of the neuter singular noun THELĒMA, meaning “by the will.”  This is a reference to the sovereignty of God, which in all cases decides what spiritual gift(s) any of us will have.  Since God only makes right decisions, we have no right to question whether or not God was right in giving us our spiritual gift; or for that matter in questioning the spiritual gift of any other believer.

- is the possessive genitive of the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God,” a reference to God the Father the author of the divine plan.

 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular proper name “Sosthenes.”  Sosthenes was the leader of the synagogue in Corinth at the time of Paul’s first missionary work in that city.  He was beaten in the presence of Gallio the proconsul, but the account in Acts 18:12-17 does not say why.  Apparently the Jews wanted him to take the blame for their false accusation of Paul before Gallio.  Rather than blame themselves, they blame their leader and beat him publicly.  This is the same man mentioned here in 1 Corinthians.  Having been beaten by the Jews for doing what they wanted and then becoming their scapegoat, Sosthenes began listening to Paul and eventually became a believer.  After a while, he became a mature believer and joined Paul’s missionary team and is now traveling with Paul.

 - is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brother,” used as a technical NT term for a fellow-believer.  The article is used as a possessive pronoun, “my.”
1 Cor 1:1 corrected translation
“Paul, the commissioned apostle from Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Sosthenes, my fellow-believer,”
Explanation:

1.  Paul is the apostle to the Gentiles, as evidenced by his Roman name.  This is the name by which God recognizes him in relation to his spiritual gift and function within the body of Christ.

2.  Paul was called by God.


a.  “To be called by God” is technical for being appointed an apostle at the point of salvation.  It is technical for being commissioned by God to go on a mission on God’s behalf.


b.  For Paul this was to go to the Gentiles and convert them to Christianity.


c.  The “call” here is not the call to salvation, but the decree, decision, and choice of the eternal sovereignty of God that Paul would have a special ability to communicate the gospel and teach Bible Doctrine.

3.  This communication gift exists because of the gracious desire of God to share with all Church Age believers the victory of Christ over Satan on the Cross.


a.  As soldiers in Christ we share His victory, and so share in the spoils of that victory.


b.  This is manifest experientially by the impartation of spiritual gifts never before seen in history to members of the royal family of God.

4.  The Source of authority for all communicators of God’s word is God Himself.  This is true as much for apostles as it is for Pastors.  This is one reason why Sosthenes is also mentioned in this verse.


a.  It is ultimately God’s will that certain believers will have spiritual authority over other believers.


b.  This authority is confined to very specific limits—the communication of the Word of God.  Regardless of which member of the Trinity bestows the spiritual gift, it is given according to the will, plan and purpose of God the Father.

5.  Finally, we need to remember that no mature believer is ever without the help of other positive believers in the function of God’s work.


a.  The body of Christ is a team, in which each player has a different role to play, but all are essential to the success of the team.


b.  Behind every communicator of doctrine are consistently positive believers, who make it possible for that pastor to do his job as unto the Lord.


c.  The pastor needs faithful hearers, as much as faithful hearers need the pastor.
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